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To:  Almond Handlers, TRAC Committee 

CC:         Andrea Ricci, USDA 
 Richard Waycott, President & CEO 

From:  Julie Adams, Vice President of Global Technical & Regulatory Affairs 

Subject: Pre-Export Check Addendum Letter 

Date:  15 January 2016 

 

Dear Industry Members, 
 
The Pre-Export Check (PEC) certificate program has been a tremendous success since its inception on 
August 1, 2015. Though we have experienced success, there has been one reoccurring minor issue, 
international contact information in box I.6 Person responsible for the consignment in the EU.  The 
Almond Board of California (ABC) understands that this information may not always be available at the 
time the PEC certificate is signed off by the USDA. Once the USDA signs off on the PEC certificate, it is 
considered permanent and cannot be adjusted.  This has caused the PEC certificate to be sent forward 
with box I.6 vacant. Several consignments have experienced delays at customs upon arrival due to and 
empty box I.6.  
 
To mitigate this problem, ABC created the PEC addendum letter. The letter can be sent outside the PEC 
system as an addition to the PEC certificate. Information on the letter looks very similar to the PEC 
certificate but only contains the relevant fields.  Please note that this will not replace the aflatoxin 
analysis or Annex II (USDA signature page) nor does this adjust for any mistake made on the original 
PEC certificate.  Feedback from our European partners, government officials, local port authorities and 
Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) offices have all been positive. 
 
The new addendum letter can be accessed here.  Only fields highlighted in yellow must be filled out by 
the shipping party (handler, trader, broker, etc.) This is a standardized letter; it needs to be consistent 
among suppliers. The format and wording should not be changed to avoid confusion among the import 
authorities. Again, the shipper only needs to fill out the yellow highlighted areas. 
 
If you have additional questions please feel free to contact Beth Van Meter 
(evanmeter@almondboard.com) or Julie Adams (jadams@almondboard.com). 
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