
Almond Board of California has 
long been a research-based 
organization, funding production, 
environmental, almond quality and 
food safety, and nutrition research 
that has contributed to continuous 
improvements across the almond 
industry. In recent years, ABC 
has placed a greater emphasis on 
sustainability research and initiatives.

ABC’s Board of Directors continues 
to support traditional research 
and sustainability initiatives, but 
is now placing greater emphasis 
on agricultural innovation that will 
lead the almond industry into the 
22nd century. This year the Board 
established the Board of Directors’ 
task force, charged with overseeing 
the Accelerated Innovation 
Management program with the 
purpose of identifying sustainable 
and innovative almond-farming 
practices that will be required to meet 
the future needs of the consumer, the 
community and the planet.

THE FUTURE OF 
ALMOND FARMING

WATER MANAGEMENT AND EFFICIENCY: 

Focuses on accelerating the transition of growers up an irrigation improvement 
continuum with the adoption of more effi cient irrigation and scheduling and 
management practices, resulting in the maximization of “crop per drop.” This 
initiative includes a range of activities from working with growers to fi ne-tune 
techniques to adopting more advanced water management technologies.

SUSTAINABLE WATER RESOURCES:  

Explores how best to leverage a unique strength of the industry, its acreage, for 
increasing groundwater recharge in aquifers, which collectively are California’s 
largest water storage system. Water recharged through this program will benefi t 
all Californians, not just growers. This initiative is bolstered by ABC’s partnership 
with Sustainable Conservation, research conducted by the University of California, 
Davis, and almond orchard mapping and spatial analysis conducted by Land IQ. 
A second part of this initiative will look for opportunities to recycle municipal waste 
water and other degraded water as a way of increasing overall water availability for 
farmers and all Californians.

AIR QUALITY:
California’s Central Valley has some of the most exacting air quality standards 
in the world. In order to do our part to help meet these standards, the Board of 
Directors’ task force is delving into the various ways almond production impacts 
air quality as well as evaluating options to decrease emissions. From analyzing 
industry fossil fuel use to small- and large-particle pollutants, all components of 
almond farming that impact air quality are under scrutiny. This initiative will identify 
alternatives that will result in cleaner air for all those who live in California’s Central 
Valley: farmers, their families and surrounding communities. 

22ND CENTURY AGRONOMICS:
Recognizes that we need to better understand and then adopt the technologies 
that will lead California Almond farming into the 22nd century. The ABC’s Board 
of Directors’ task force is open to considering all options as to what innovations 
and technical “leap frogs” will be needed to sustainably farm in the future. Each 
component of almond farming will be considered, from land preparation and 
varietal development to equipment and processing.
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The four new 
AIM initiatives are:


