
 

 

Capturing Excess Water for the Future 

June 14 Workshop @ Terranova Ranch 

 

 
 

After 5 years of drought, we find ourselves with abundant 

surface water in much of California. This spring we have heard 

many people asking: Why aren’t we capturing the excess 

waters to meet our future needs?  

 

Sustainable Conservation has been working with our partners 

this spring to demonstrate and evaluate how farmers can divert 

floodwaters affordably and safely onto specialty crop farmland to 

recharge our depleted aquifers. This approach may be able to 

significantly increase groundwater replenishment in wet years when combined with recharge infrastructure 

such as unlined canals and dedicated basins. By maximizing recharge in wet years, farmers, communities, 

and the environment will be better prepared for future droughts. 

 

Please join us for a grower and industry workshop to hear and see the latest on the science, policy, and 

practice of on-farm recharge.  

 

On-Farm Recharge Workshop @ Terranova Ranch 

16729 W. Floral Ave. | Helm, CA 93627 

Wednesday  June 14, 2017 

10:00 am – Noon 

Lunch and field tour following the workshop 

12:00 – 2:00 pm 

RSVP by June 9: Danielle Duncan at dduncan@suscon.org or 209.408.0612 

 

The workshop will focus on how farmers and irrigation districts can use active and fallow farmland to increase 

groundwater recharge while avoiding crop health problems, nutrient leaching, or disruption of annual farm 

operations. Speakers include:  



 

 Don Cameron, Terranova Ranch: 2017 on-farm recharge practices and achievements 

 Phil Bachand, Bachand & Associates: Nutrient leaching and on-farm recharge model results for 

specialty crops 

 Dan Munk, UC Cooperative Extension: Nutrient management practices for on-farm recharge 

 Matt Efird: grower experience on almonds and grapes 

 Madera and Tulare Irrigation Districts: ID perspectives on recharge strategies under SGMA 

 Ken Shackel, UC Davis almond and alfalfa crop health studies 

Project support and partnership for this event provided by: 

Almond Board of California 
Bank of America Foundation 
Bonneville Environmental Foundation 
California Department of Agriculture Specialty Block Grant 
Program 
California Department of Water Resources 
California Water Foundation 
Coca-Cola North America 

Madera Irrigation District 
Miller-Coors 
Terranova Ranch, Inc. 
Tulare Irrigation District 
University of California Cooperative 
Extension 
University of California, Davis 
Wells Fargo Foundation 

 

 

 
 

 


