
ROOTED IN RESEARCH

NUTRITION RESEARCH COMMITTEE

Formally launched in 1973, the Almond 
Board’s research program has been 
funding research for over 40 years. This 
program began with a focus on production 
research, but has evolved into four distinct 
research programs, each administered by 
the committees described below.

Continuous improvement isn’t only a focus of almond 
growers and processors. Over the past year, the Almond 
Board’s Production Research and Environmental 
committees have engaged in some continuous 
improvement of their own—strategic planning to ensure 
their structure, mission and goals align to support a 
strategic priority of Almond Board of California: making 
almonds a Crop of Choice for California. 

While the Almond Board’s Accelerated Innovation 
Management program enables the almond industry 
to meet this objective, it must be underpinned with 
substantive goals that support advancement in 
RESEARCH, OUTREACH, EDUCATION and  POLICY across 
several key areas. With this support, and by focusing 
on the nine areas defined below, the AIM and traditional 
research programs are coming together to realize another 
strategic priority of Almond Board: making almonds the 
Nut of Choice for consumers around the world.  

• Irrigation and Nutrient Management 
• Orchard, Tree and Rootstock Improvement
• Harvesting Innovation
• Almond Biomass, Coproducts, Energy
• Soil Health Management
• Pest Management
• Food Safety
• Pollination
• Sustainability

Pest Management and Entomology, Horticulture and Crop 
Research, Plant Pathology and Nematology, Aflatoxin Field  
Studies, Bee Health and Pollination 

Founded in 1973. Total investment to date over $22.3 million,  
with 330 projects funded.

PRODUCTION RESEARCH COMMITTEE

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE

Water Quality, Air Quality, Stewardship and Crop Protection 

Founded in 2003. Total investment to date: over $6.4 million, with 57 
projects funded.

OPTIMIZING ALMOND 
BOARD RESEARCH

Heart Health + Beyond, Diabetes and Metabolic Syndrome,  
Weight Management, Satiety and Gut Health, Cognition, 
Composition, Allergens 

Founded in 1995. Total investment to date over $22.9 million,  
with 92 projects funded.

Prevalence and Monitoring, Almond Safety and Quality 

Founded in 2001. Total investment to date over $6.5 million, with 85 
projects funded.

ALMOND QUALITY + FOOD SAFETY COMMITTEE
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Since its launch last year, the Almond Board’s Accelerated Innovation Management program has funded nearly 
20 projects. Featuring bold new partnerships and nimbler than the Board’s traditional research program, AIM 
consists of four major initiatives designed to meet the future needs of the California Almond industry while 
benefi ting local communities and the environment.

Accelerating grower adoption of irrigation practices and 
management strategies that maximize crop per drop.

Exploring how almond orchards can be leveraged to recharge 
stressed groundwater aquifers and better use water that’s currently 
going to waste. 

Over the past year, Almond Board and its research partners:

FOUND that 675,000 acres of California Almond orchards have 
moderately good or better soil suitability for groundwater recharge.

FLOODED two orchard trial sites with excess winter fl ood fl ows to 
better understand the effects on orchard health and water movement 
in the soil.

INSTALLED technology to allow researchers to “see” underground so 
they can better understand subsurface water storage, quality 
and movement. 

RECRUITED 10 almond growers representing 2,200 acres interested 
in hosting recharge demonstration trials and continued to ensure 
groundwater recharge is a policy priority. 

Accelerating grower adoption of irrigation practices and 
management strategies that maximize crop per drop. Focusing 
on new technologies, innovations and out-of-the box 
solutions to bring all components of almond growing into 
the 22nd century.

Understanding how almond production impacts air quality and 
evaluating options to decrease emissions.

Over the past year, Almond Board and its research partners:

BEGAN research on potential alternatives to cogeneration facilities, 
which had traditionally turned trees to alternative energy at the end of 
their productive lives.

IMPLEMENTED fi ve orchard trial sites where whole orchards have 
been ground up and integrated into the soil and researchers will track 
the effects on new orchards planted there.

LAID the groundwork for a practice that, if proven safe for trees and 
good for yields, will keep important nutrients in the orchard ecosystem 
and enhance the carbon storage benefi ts almond trees already provide.

A
cc

el
er

at

ed
 In

novation Managem

ent (A
IM

)

WATER
MANAGEMENT+

EFFICIENCY

SUSTAINABLE
WATER

RESOURCES

AIR
QUALITY

22ND CENTURY
AGRONOMICS

ACCELERATING INNOVATION


