
ABOUT ALMOND SUSTAINABILITY1

COMMITTED TO  
CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT

Sustainability for California Almonds is interconnected and crosses all aspects of 
the almond lifecycle, inside the orchard and beyond.

Underlying the advancement and innovation in each of the categories below is 
more than $60 million in Almond Board-funded research spanning 40 years. 

ALMOND SUSTAINABILITY ECOSYSTEM
Through the Almond Board of California, California's almond community has been investing in research on topics 

related to almonds' sustainability1 for several decades with a total investment of more than $50 million to date. 
This has resulted in an abundance of knowledge about best practices and continual improvement as an industry. 
Each of the categories below describe areas of ongoing Almond Board-funded research that together continue to 

pave the way for almonds to be an economically, environmentally and socially responsible crop for California. 
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Given the interconnected nature of sustainability, some research does not split cleanly 
between the categories listed above. Given that, some research investment 
described may be accounted for more than once. The total Almond Board research 
investment across all funding areas to date is over $50 million.

1What defines California Almond sustainable? Sustainable almond farming utilizes 
production practices that are economically viable and are based upon scientific 
research, common sense and a respect for the environment, neighbors and 
employees. The result is a plentiful, nutritious, safe food product.

THIS RESEARCH HAS LED TO IMPROVEMENTS IN:

1.  What defines California Almond sustainability? 
Sustainable almond farming utilizes production 
practices that are economically viable and are 
based upon scientific research, common sense 
and a respect for the environment, neighbors 
and employees. The result is a plentiful, 
nutritious, safe food supply.

Together, these 
advancements 
continue to pave the 
way for almonds to 
be an economically, 
environmentally and 
socially responsible 
crop for California.

Management and protection 
of vital natural resources

Practices that protect neighbors 
and surrounding communities

Increased understanding of the 
nutritional benefits of almonds
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BETTER TOGETHER
449,553  
ACRES OF CALIFORNIA 
ALMONDS REPRESENTED 
BY ASSESSMENTS 
COMPLETED

Through the 
California 
Almond 
Sustainability 
Program, 
we’ve 
achieved:

3,173  
SELF-ASSESSMENT 
MODULES COMPLETED

1 
PROGRAM DEVOTED 
TO CONTINUOUS 
IMPROVEMENT

8 
EDUCATIONAL SELF-
ASSESSMENT MODULES

2  
RESEARCH-BASED 
CALCULATORS:
• IMPROVING IRRIGATION 
• FINE-TUNING FERTILIZER 

120  
EDUCATIONAL 
WORKSHOPS WITH OVER 
1,600 PARTICIPANTS

CALIFORNIA ALMOND  
SUSTAINABILITY PROGRAM
When it comes to following sustainable agricultural 
practices, California Almond growers and handlers 
continuously challenge themselves to do more.

One of the most important tools available to the California 
Almond community is the California Almond Sustainability 
Program (CASP). CASP was established in 2009 to 
educate participants about sustainable practices, helping 
them improve and understand the ongoing sustainability 
practices of growers and handlers related to their 
operations through self-assessment modules. 

As CASP approaches its 10-year anniversary, the 
program itself is in the midst of its own continuous 
improvement. Given new sustainable practices and a 
transition in the way participants utilize the program, 
shifting from paper-based modules to an online portal, 
CASP is evolving to match grower and processor needs. 
These changes will make for a visionary sustainability 
program that will not only help the industry improve, but 
also account for increasing regulatory requirements and 
customer interest in sustainability. Stay tuned as we roll 
out these changes!

To learn more about the California Almond 
Sustainability Program and how to participate,  
visit Almonds.com/CASP.


