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 FACTS ABOUT WATER USE AMONG ALMOND GROWERS 

The California Almond growing community shares deep concerns about California’s sustained 

drought conditions and have been using state-of-the art farming practices and technologies that 

minimize the water quanitity required for maximum yield. 

 Over the last three decades, innovative irrigation practices by California’s almond growers have led to 

improved water use efficiency and we now use 33% less water per pound of almonds produced.
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 Micro-irrigation systems decrease water runoff, apply 
water only where the tree takes it up, and allow for 
precise timing and rate of irrigation.   70% of almond 
orchards use micro-irrigation systems.
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 83% of growers use advanced technologies to 
schedule their irrigation based on the tree needs, and 
soil or weather conditions to maximize the yield and 
quality of the almond while minimizing negative 
environmental impacts.
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 62% of growers use soil maps to understand the soil 
characteristics in their orchards in order to determine 
the design of the irrigation systems to enhance water infiltration and distribution.
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The quality of groundwater is critical to all California families and almond growers continue to 

improve their nitrogen management.   

 The almond industry research has developed state-of-the-art 
orchard practices that minimize offsite (ground and surface water) 
movement of nitrates. 
 

 The California Almond industry has doubled yields over the last 20 
years – one key has been advances in nitrogen management that have been adopted by growers. 

 

 Typical nitrogen use efficiency (NUE) is 50% or less. Research conducted by the University of California has 
demonstrated NUE in almonds of 75-85% using current growing practices, making almonds among the 
most efficient nitrogen using crops. 
 

Almond Board of California invests almost $2 million a year researching production and 

environmental issues such as air and water quality, water management, pest management and 

other related issues to help almond growers make the most responsible decisions. 
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Almonds are one of the 
most efficient nitrogen 

using crops. 

http://ucmanagedrought.ucdavis.edu/Agriculture/Irrigation_Scheduling/Evapotranspiration_Scheduling_ET/Historical_ET/Almonds_960/

