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Dear Almond Community Members and Stakeholders,

Clarice Turner, incoming president and CEO, and Richard 
Waycott, outgoing president and CEO, would like to welcome 
you to The Almond Conference 2023. As you may know,  
Clarice joined the Almond Board of California in her new 
position in September. Richard and Clarice are transitioning 
responsibilities, and Richard’s last day at the Almond Board 
will be Dec. 31. Please be sure to seek out Clarice during 
the conference and give her a warm almond welcome to the 
industry. Clarice brings a vast professional background to the 
Almond Board, including experience with major consumer 
brands and food service industries.

Our industry remains in dire economic times. After many years 
of production and economic growth, where global consumption 
seemed limitless, the industry now finds itself discussing 
oversupply as it grapples with significantly higher costs of 
production and stubbornly low pricing. Large carry-in inventories 
continue at abnormally high levels even though production has 
dropped by 500 million pounds from its high point four years 
ago. 

Consumer behavior has also changed as the world emerged 
from the lockdowns of the pandemic. Many markets took on 
different patterns as work and home life adopted new and 
perhaps permanent habits. Certainly, the continued semi-remote 
office environment for many workers has offered an array of 
different snacking choices, given the easy access to the home 
pantry and refrigerator. To position almonds at the heart of these 
new consumer choices, marketing and communicating with 
consumers have required alterations.

So, we all face a complex decision in our businesses: Where 
do we focus our energy and investments based on what we 
truly can control or influence, and what modifications do we 
need to make to mitigate the impact of the political-economic 
factors largely outside our control? The Almond Board is no 
different. The Board of Directors, committees and staff remain 
fully focused on driving global demand, evolving the unique 
nutritional benefits of almonds, preventing or eliminating 
regulatory and market access barriers, and producing 
agricultural research results that benefit farming operations.

Despite this year’s challenges, we have also experienced some 
real wins. In the last year, we have undertaken a Deloitte-led 

deep dive to determine further global market development 
opportunities. This will require rebalancing our present market 
investment portfolio, finding new approaches to stimulate 
product innovation and making initial forays into secondary 
markets. Just in the past few months, we launched a new 
promotional campaign with German consumers focused on the 
natural origins of almonds, sponsored the ICC Cricket World 
Cup in India and kicked off the Own Your Prime partnership with 
Deion Sanders.

The Own Your Prime campaign highlights recent nutrition 
research linking almond consumption with enhanced muscle 
recovery and reduced fatigue and tension. Additional ABC-
funded nutrition research that was recently published positively 
links eating almonds before meals to improved blood sugar 
control, reversing nearly one-quarter of the study’s prediabetic 
participants to normal blood sugar levels in 12 weeks. And in 
news that is always welcome, another Almond Board study 
further supported a growing body of science that shows almond 
consumption contributes to weight loss with the added benefit of 
improving heart health. 

In conjunction with consumer promotional programs, the 
Almond Board has continued to communicate broadly on who 
we are as an industry and how we support agricultural efficiency 
and the environment, strategically leveraging third-party experts 
to reliably speak on behalf of the industry’s stewardship efforts. 
Recent partnerships with The Los Angeles Times and the leading 
bi-weekly German women’s magazine, Brigitte, emphasized the 
efficiency of our water use, the four crops produced with the 
water we do use, the very positive contributions our orchards 
make to absorbing and sequestering carbon, and the nearly zero 
waste profile of our industry from farm to fork.

Through the efforts of the Almond Board of California, U.S. 
trade representatives and many others, the Indian government 
recently rescinded the retaliatory tariffs assessed on California 
almond imports. Ongoing consultations have been underway 
for months to prevent an escalation in EU port inspections for 
aflatoxin, which could result in an uptick in the rejections of 
consignments. Long-term Almond Board-funded production 
research (10 years) conducted by UC ANR identified rootstocks 
that reduce dependency on conventional chemistry to overcome 
soil diseases, and a two-decades-long project has concluded 
that orchard pruning elevates costs with no yield improvements, 
saving growers $7,500–$14,000 per acre.

These topics and many more will be addressed this year. The 
conference kicks off at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 5 with a 
series of important production research sessions. As was the 
case last year, food trucks will be available for lunch outside  
the Convention Center entrance 11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. The  
Trade Show will open its doors at 1:00 p.m., followed by the  
State of the Industry presentation from 2:00–3:30 p.m. 
This year, ABC Board Chair Alexi Rodriguez, Clarice and Richard 
will anchor the presentation along with invited guest speakers. 
Following the State of the Industry presentation, the Trade Show 
floor will remain open until 6:00 p.m. allowing time for you to 
mingle with exhibitors, friends and colleagues while enjoying the 
opening reception.

Wednesday dawns with registration opening at 7:00 a.m. 
followed by the must-attend Grower Breakfast from  
8:00–9:30 a.m., which will provide expert information on 
grants and incentives, never more needed than in these tough 
economic times. The expert panel will share insights related 
to selecting appropriate funding opportunities and completing 
applications and will be open to audience questions. In addition, 
a new and improved Incentive and Grower Support Zone will be 
strategically located just outside Ballroom A where the breakfast 
will take place. Production research and global trade sessions 
will be held throughout the day, so please consult the agenda. 
The Trade Show will be open 9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m., dedicated 
Poster Sessions with researchers will take place 9:30–10:30 a.m. 
and 1:00–2:30 p.m., and for those not attending the keynote 
speaker luncheon, food trucks will be available  
11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Wednesday’s keynote speaker luncheon will feature the 
fascinating development journey of Korean retail foods company 
HBAF as told by Kirsty Kim, HBAF’s manager and company 
representative. Kirsty and Murielle Kim, the ABC director of 
consumer and trade programs in Korea and Japan, will explore 
the amazing story of HBAF’s founding and rapid rise to a leading 
brand in Korea and across Asia. Unique flavors, innovative 
packaging and cutting-edge promotions have been HBAF’s 
hallmarks, and you will have the chance to sample their products 
as part of the luncheon menu. 

Wrapping up events on Wednesday will be the Gala evening 
with cocktails, dinner and entertainment (Oakdale musician Ava 
Grace, plus a surprise guest entertainer) from 6:00–9:00 p.m. 
During the evening, we will recognize the Almond Leadership 

Program Class of 2023 as well as present this year’s industry 
achievement awards, including a farewell tribute to Richard 
for his 21 years leading the Almond Board of California. If you 
haven’t done so already, be sure to purchase your luncheon  
and Gala dinner tickets at the registration booth.  

The third day of the conference, Thursday, Dec. 7, starts off with 
registration opening at 7:00 a.m. followed by the must-attend 
Building Global Demand for California Almonds session from 
8:00–9:15 a.m. In this session, you will learn about ABC’s market 
development activities and insights relevant to global almond 
consumption. A broad range of topics will then be covered 
during the balance of the day, including updates on biomass 
and production research and on the many efforts undertaken 
and underway at the Almond Alliance. The Trade Show will be 
open 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m., with the last conference sessions 
wrapping up at 1:00 p.m. Food trucks will be available outside the 
Convention Center entrance from 10:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

Many thanks to the metal sponsors of this year’s conference: 
AMVT, LLC, Borrell USA, TOMRA Food, Qcify, Inc., Bayer Crop 
Science, TriCal Group, Satake, BM&M Screening Solutions, 
BASF Corp and The Ag Center. These companies and our many 
exhibitors have remained ever supportive of ABC, the conference 
and the industry. We are very grateful to all of them for the 
tremendous contributions they make to the almond community 
every year.

We wish you a very enjoyable Almond Conference 2023 and 
hope it will exceed your expectations as we continue our 
endeavors to be the very best industry we can be! 

Sincerely yours,

Richard Waycott 
President and CEO, 
Outgoing

Clarice Turner 
President and CEO,  
Incoming

https://www.almonds.com/sites/default/files/2023-11/ClariceTurnerBioBrief_2023Final.pdf
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Thursday  |  December 7

Wednesday  |  December 6

Almond Stage PresentationsAlmond Stage Presentations

Sorting Platforms of the Future: Engaging Software Upgrades for Continuous 
Improvement of Optical Sorting Platforms
5:30–5:50 p.m.
Brendan O’Donnell, Global Category Director - Nuts & Dried Fruits, TOMRA Food 
Optical sorters contain the highest level of technology and processing power of any other equipment 
in an almond processing plant. The processing power in many of these machines is capable of 
inspecting, classifying, and accepting or rejecting thousands of almonds per second. In this session, 
we will learn how upgrades to software can add new features to existing machines, improve 
resolutions and performance, and pull additional efficiencies from sorters that are already operating in  
your plant.

Borrell USA: Proving How Design and Technology  
Lead to Greater Efficiency and Yield
9:40–10:00 a.m.
Charles Boddy, Sales Manager, Borrell
Find out how our designs and our technology result in increased efficiency in all the different almond 
processes: pre-cleaning, hulling, shelling, mechanical sorting (separators, smart sorter), value added and 
blanching. Explaining the criteria behind the designs and the excellent results obtained in terms of quality 
and reduced consumption—of electricity and other energy (gas, steam) as well as  
water—all of huge importance in today’s environment. 

Deep AI: The Game Changer
10:00–10:30 a.m.
Oscar Sandoval, Regional Manager, AMVT
Want to learn the endless possibilities of utilizing deep artificial intelligence in sorting? Come join us for an 
explanation of how we have managed to utilize deep artificial intelligence in optical sorters to target those 
hard defects and foreign materials not thought possible before.  
 

Improving Operations and Profitability by Connecting the Dots 
1:10–1:30 p.m.
Raf Peeters, CEO, Qcify
Come and witness how Qcify’s new suite of patented machines and sensors enable real-time data 
analytics and process control resulting in better decision making as well as improved operational 
performance and profitability. Especially in years of low almond and commodity prices, increasing 
efficiency and reducing operating costs will set up your operation for the future. It’s all about “Connecting 
the Dots.” 

Overcoming Barriers to Adoption for Continuous Fertigation 
1:40–2:00 p.m.
Devin Clarke, Agronomy Solutions Manager, Yara North America
Addressing the challenges and opportunities of continuous fertigation management for improvements in 
crop nutrition management, ecosystem services, and grower prosperity.

Almond Leadership Program Special Project Presentation 
10:40–11:00 a.m. | Program Participant
Join us for the award-winning Almond Leadership Program Special Project presentation, selected  
by the participants and mentors of the program. Visit the Almond Board booth for presentation topic  
and presenter.

SI
LV

ER

The Almond Conference

G
O

LD

The Almond Conference

The Almond Conference

EM
ER

AL
D

The Almond Conference

Tuesday  |  December 5
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Via attendance table – located  
outside of the session room
1. �A staff member will be present at the attendance 

table outside of each session room to help assist 
participants with the process.

2. ��Attendees will check in before the session starts by 
filling out the sign-in sheet and scantron if applicable.

3. �Attendees will fill out the scantrons with required 
information and leave them at the CEU table in front of 
the session room.

4. �Attendees will provide name, email address, license 
type and number, and credit type that they wish to 
receive.

5. �Attendees must check out at the end of the session 
on the sign-in sheet. Certificates of attendance are 
only available after the session and only provided to 
attendees leaving the room at the end of the  
applicable session.

Monitoring
One to two ABC staff members will be present at  
each session for monitoring attendance. Staff will  
monitor any attendees who leave at any point during 
session. They will remind these attendees of their credit 
being denied and won’t allow them to check out at the 
end of the session.

Certificates
• �Attendance information will be tracked and compiled 

after the sessions.

• �Course Completion Certificates will only be provided 
to attendees that were present for the entire duration of 
each session.

• �Course Completion Certificates will be available 
at the end of the sessions on the CEU table outside 
the session room.

• No partial credits will be offered. 

CEU InformationCEU Information

Time/Location Session
DPR  
Credit/Unit

CCA  
Credit/Unit

CDFA-Irrigation and  
Nitrogen Management  
(INMP) Credit/Unit

    Tuesday  |  December 5

10:30–11:45 a.m. 
Ballroom A-9

Pollinators: Update on Endangered 
Species Protection and Grower 
Opportunities

1 Hour Other
1 Hour 
Integrated Pest 
Management

10:30–11:45 a.m. 
Meeting Room 10

Plant Bug Issues This Year 
and Beyond and Available 
Management Tools

1 Hour Other
1 Hour 
Sustainability

12:30–1:45 p.m. 
Ballroom A-9

Developing a Disease Management 
Strategy When Prices Are Low 1 Hour Other

1 Hour 
Crop Management

    Wednesday  |  December 6

10:30–11:30 a.m. 
Meeting Room 2

A Year-Long Management Strategy 
for Navel Orangeworm

1 Hour Other
1 Hour 
Integrated Pest 
Management 

2:45–4:00 p.m. 
Ballroom A-9

Automation—A Key to Precision 
Irrigation Management

1 Hour 
Precision Ag

1 Hour Irrigation Management

2:45–4:00 p.m. 
Meeting Room 10

Pesticides and Pest Management: 
From the Orchard to the Table

.5 Hour Laws  
and Regulations

.5 Hour Other  

    Thursday  |  December 7

11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
Meeting Room 10

Test Prep: Private Applicator 
Certificate (aka the brown card)

* Applied -  
Pending  
Approval

  

CEU Instructions: How to Receive Credit 

*Above are credits applied for. Please check the CEU kiosk for hours granted.

T h e  A l m o n d  C o n f e r e n c e  20235 6



Food Safety Hot Topics:  
Aflatoxin Factors and MOSH/MOAH 
10:30–11:45 a.m.  
Meeting Room 2 

Pollinators: Update on Endangered 
Species Protection and Grower 
Opportunities   
10:30–11:45 a.m.  
Ballroom A-9 

Plant Bug Issues This Year  
and Beyond and Available  
Management Tools 
10:30–11:45 a.m.  
Meeting Room 10 

Food Truck Village  
11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
West Lobby Plaza  

  

Feed More Hulls to Cattle  
and Poultry 
12:30–1:45 p.m.  
Meeting Room 2 

Developing a Disease  
Management Strategy  
When Prices Are Low 
12:30–1:45 p.m.  
Ballroom A-9  

Coffee Break 
1:00–2:00 p.m.  
Ballroom A Foyer 

Sponsored by TriCal Group  

State of the Industry 
2:00–3:30 p.m.  
Ballroom A 

Dedicated Trade Show Time 
 and Opening Reception  
3:30–6:00 p.m.  
Almond Conference Expo   

Sponsored by Alzchem LLC

BR
O
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E

The Almond Conference

Food and  
Beverage Refreshments

Food Safety Hot Topics: Aflatoxin 
Factors and MOSH/MOAH
10:30–11:45 a.m. 
Meeting Room 2
Moderator: Brian Dunning (ShoEi Foods) 
Speakers: Dawit Gizachew (Purdue 
University), Tim Birmingham (ABC), 
Guangwei Huang (ABC) 

This session covers the latest research 
findings on factors impacting aflatoxin 
contamination and prevention and will 
detail the survey results about mineral oil 
prevalence in almonds. 

Pollinators: Update on 
Endangered Species Protection 
and Grower Opportunities
10:30–11:45 a.m. 
Ballroom A-9
Moderator: Josette Lewis (ABC) 
Speakers: Josette Lewis (ABC), Aubrey 
Bettencourt (Almond Alliance),  
Laurie Davies Adams (Pollinator Partnership)

Adding pollinator habitat in and around 
orchards can add value to your operation. 
Learn about cost-sharing opportunities and 
how the Almond Board of California and 
the Almond Alliance are working to protect 
growers in the face of state and federal 
endangered species decisions.

Plant Bug Issues This Year 
and Beyond and Available 
Management Tools
10:30–11:45 a.m. 
Meeting Room 10
Moderator: Lauren Fann (ABC) 
Speakers: Mel Machado (Blue Diamond 
Growers), Kent Daane (UC Berkeley),  
Mateo Marquez (Integral Ag.)

Learn more about the rising concern of 
leaffooted bugs and stink bugs causing 
feeding damage and about the research  
that has been conducted to help manage 
these pests.

Food Truck Village
11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
West Lobby Plaza

Feed More Hulls to Cattle  
and Poultry
12:30–1:45 p.m.  
Meeting Room 2
Moderator: Guangwei Huang (ABC) 
Speakers: Pratima Acharya Adhikari (MSU), 
Katie Swanson (UC Davis), Ruihong Zhang 
(UC Davis), Keith Schneller (ABC) 

Come learn about the latest research findings 
on using hulls as a feed supplement for cattle 
and chickens and as a potential solution for 
reducing enteric methane in livestock. The 
session also offers an update on hull access 
to the China feed market. 

Developing a Disease 
Management Strategy When 
Prices Are Low
12:30–1:45 p.m. 
Ballroom A-9
Moderator: Lauren Fann (ABC) 
Speakers: Wes Asai (Pomology Consulting), 
Themis Michailides (UC ANR),  
Jim Adaskaveg (UC Riverside)

This session will focus on techniques to 
develop a disease management plan when 
the return on investment is low, including 
finding the best ways to prevent disease from 
occurring and what you can do to manage 
disease problems.

Coffee Break
1:00–2:00 p.m. 
Ballroom A Foyer

Sponsored by TriCal Group

BR
O
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E

The Almond Conference

State of the Industry
2:00–3:30 p.m. 
Ballroom A
Speakers: Alexi Rodriguez (ABC Board 
of Directors Chair), Clarice Turner (ABC), 
Richard Waycott (ABC) 

The California almond industry continues 
to face unprecedented challenges. During 
the annual State of the Industry session, 
you will get a full picture of the current 
global, agricultural and almond industry 
economics and trends. Almond Board Chair 
Alexi Rodriguez, new CEO Clarice Turner 
and outgoing CEO Richard Waycott, along 
with other experts, will address learnings 
from this year and review aggressive new 
initiatives to drive global demand in the face 
of changing economic forces and consumer 
behavior, and they will detail recent strides in 
production and human nutrition.

Dedicated Trade Show Time  
and Opening Reception
3:30–6:00 p.m.  
Almond Conference Expo 

Sponsored by Alzchem LLC

 

Almond Conference Expo: 1:00–6:00 p.m.

Sessions: 10:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m. 

Food Truck Village: 11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Registration Hours: 8:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m. 
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Food and  
Beverage Refreshments

Almond Conference Expo: 9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

Sessions: 8:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. 

Food Truck Village: 11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Registration Hours: 7:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. 
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WednesdayWednesday Session Descriptions Session Descriptions

 
  

   Grower Breakfast Session:  
Understanding Funding Opportunities 
8:00–9:30 a.m.  
Ballroom A  
Sponsored by Farm Credit 

AgWest Farm Credit  |  American AgCredit
Colusa-Glenn Farm Credit  |  CoBank
Fresno Madera Farm Credit

Dedicated Trade Show Time   
9:30–10:30 a.m.  
Almond Conference Expo 

Researcher Meet and Greet  
Coffee Hour 
9:30–10:30 a.m.  
Poster Session in  
the Almond Conference Expo 

A Year-Long Management Strategy  
for Navel Orangeworm 
10:30–11:30 a.m.  
Meeting Room 2 

Optimizing Critical Orchard  
Practices: Research on Avoiding  
Pruning, Increasing Fertigation  
Efficiency and Fine Tuning  
Orchard Configuration 
10:30–11:30 a.m.  
Ballroom A-9 

Our Global Trade Report Card:  
How Are Almonds Doing? 
10:30–11:30 a.m.  
Meeting Room 10 

Food Truck Village  
11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
West Lobby Plaza  

Lunch 
11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m.  
Ballroom A 
Sponsored by  
Yosemite Farm Credit 

  

  

Dedicated Trade Show Time   
1:00–2:30 p.m.  
Almond Conference Expo 

Researcher Meet and Greet 
1:00–2:30 p.m.  
Poster Session in the  
Almond Conference Expo 

Regenerative, Climate Smart,  
Organic: What These Mean  
for Growers and How 
They Can Add Value  
2:45–4:00 p.m.  
Meeting Room 2 

Automation—A Key to  
Precision Irrigation  
Management  
2:45–4:00 p.m.  
Ballroom A-9 

Pesticides and Pest  
Management: From the  
Orchard to the Table  
2:45–4:00 p.m.  
Meeting Room 10

Gala Cocktail Hour  
6:00–7:00 p.m. 
Ballroom A Foyer  
 
	     Gala Dinner  
7:00–9:00 p.m. 
Ballroom A  
 

  

Grower Breakfast Session:* 
Understanding Funding 
Opportunities
8:00–9:30 a.m. 
Ballroom A
Moderator: Jesse Roseman (ABC) 
Speakers:  Kelli Evans (Evans Farming), 
Caddie Bergren (UC ANR), Roger 
Isom (Western Agricultural Processors 
Association), Aaron Fukuda (Tulare Irrigation 
District), Johnnie Siliznoff (NRCS) 

Technical assistance and grants can aid 
on-farm efficiency and financial resiliency 
for almond growers, particularly during 
difficult economic times. Alongside this year’s 
upgraded Incentive and Grower Support 
Zone outside Ballroom A, this year’s Grower 
Breakfast will provide more information on 
grants and incentives, directly from experts. 
The panel will share insights related to 
selecting appropriate grants and completing 
applications and will be open to audience 
questions. 

*�Anyone may attend this session. However, if you would like to add 
on breakfast, visit an Onsite Registration kiosk to see if tickets are 
still available.

Sponsored by Farm Credit 

AgWest Farm Credit  |  American AgCredit
Colusa-Glenn Farm Credit  |  CoBank
Fresno Madera Farm Credit

Dedicated Trade Show Time
9:30–10:30 a.m. 
Almond Conference Expo

Researcher Meet and Greet 
9:30–10:30 a.m. 
Poster Session in the Almond 
Conference Expo

A Year-Long Management  
Strategy for Navel Orangeworm
10:30–11:30 a.m. 
Meeting Room 2
Moderator: Lauren Fann (ABC) 
Speakers: Justin Nay (Integral Ag.),  
Joel Siegel (USDA), Mel Machado (Blue 
Diamond Growers), Tim Birmingham (ABC)

The navel orangeworm continues to be the 
number one pest in the almond industry. 
This session will look at managing NOW 
with a year-long approach to help reduce 
populations in the orchard.

Optimizing Critical Orchard 
Practices: Research on  
Avoiding Pruning, Increasing 
Fertigation Efficiency and Fine 
Tuning Orchard Configuration
10:30–11:30 a.m. 
Ballroom A-9
Moderator: Sebastian Saa (ABC) 
Speakers:  Roger Duncan (UC ANR), Brian 
Bailey (UC Davis), Patrick Brown (UC 
Davis), Thomas Harter (UC Davis), Franz 
Niederholzer (UC Davis)

Come learn about the range of the 
Almond Board of California’s cutting-edge 
production research, including research 
about the impacts of orchard configuration 
on yield and pruning costs, a comparison of 
continuous and episodic fertigation benefits 
and an analysis of productivity in organic 
versus conventional almond orchards. 
Experts will offer valuable insights into these 
research projects and more.

Our Global Trade Report Card:  
How Are Almonds Doing?
10:30–11:30 a.m. 
Meeting Room 10
Moderator: Julie Adams (ABC) 
Speakers: Jonathan Hoff (Monte Vista 
Farming), Keith Schneller (ABC),  
Timothy Harrison (Intersnack)

Growing demand for almonds starts with 
minimizing obstacles—whether it’s tariffs 
or technical issues. Come hear what the 
Almond Board of California has been 
doing to keep shipments flowing.

Food Truck Village
11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
West Lobby Plaza

Lunch*
11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
Ballroom A
Moderator: Murielle Kim (ABC) 
Speaker: Kirsty Kim (HBAF Company,  
South Korea) 

HBAF is a true phenomenon in Asia and 
around the globe. The company launched 
its now hugely popular honey butter almond 
brand in South Korea nearly a decade ago 
during a craze for honey butter products, 
subsequently expanding to become a 
major influence in Asia, so much so that 
HBAF is a tourist favorite as both a treat 
and a souvenir for visitors to Korea. The 
now-global business is built on creativity, 
innovation, a keen eye for opportunities and 
a winning combination of taste, branding 
and packaging design. Come hear the story 
of an almond company’s journey whose 
products quickly rose to become one of 
Saveur Magazine’s Top 100 Favorites from 
the World of Food.

*�Visit an Onsite Registration kiosk to see if tickets are still 
available.

Sponsored by             
Yosemite Farm Credit 

Dedicated Trade Show Time  
1:00–2:30 p.m.  
Almond Conference Expo

Researcher Meet and Greet
1:00–2:30 p.m. 
Poster Session in the Almond 
Conference Expo 

Continued on page 11

9 T h e  A l m o n d  C o n f e r e n c e  2023 10



W
e

d
n

e
s

d
a

y

cont inued f rom page 10 

Regenerative, Climate Smart, 
Organic: What These Mean for 
Growers and How They Can  
Add Value
2:45–4:00 p.m. 
Meeting Room 2
Moderator: Josette Lewis (ABC) 
Speakers: Amelie Gaudin (UC Davis),  
Tanya Gemperle-Goncalves (Gemperle  
Family Farms), Zac Ellis (ofi), Joe Gardiner 
(Treehouse California Almonds)

Learn about the research into the benefits 
of regenerative, climate smart and organic 
farming practices, hear from growers and 
learn about the resources available to help 
growers try new practices.

Automation—A Key to Precision 
Irrigation Management
2:45–4:00 p.m. 
Ballroom A-9
Moderators: Tom Devol (ABC),  
Sebastian Saa (ABC) 
Speakers: Sebastian Saa (ABC),  Andrew 
McElrone (USDA ARS), James Nichols 
(HotSpot Ag), Jacob Christfort (Ranch 
Systems), Andres Olivos (OLIVOS Irrigation), 
Guillermo Valenzuela (Wiseconn)

Discover the power of irrigation automation 
to enhance water and nutrient efficiency. The 
session begins with an irrigation research 
portfolio overview and insights into the T-Rex 
project addressing optimal irrigation needs, 
followed by a panel of top industry experts 
discussing how to execute successful 
automation projects, from basic to complex.

Pesticides and Pest Management: 
From the Orchard to the Table
2:45–4:00 p.m. 
Meeting Room 10
Moderator: Gabriele Ludwig (ABC) 
Speakers: Karen Morrison (California Dept. 
of Pesticide Regulation), Alinne Oliveira 
(Bryant Christie Inc.), Ian Darling (Monte  
Vista Farming)

This session will explore how growers’  
pest management decisions in the  
orchard are being impacted by regulations 
and reputation at the state, federal and 
global level. 

Gala Cocktail Hour 
6:00–7:00 p.m. 
Ballroom A Foyer

Gala Dinner
7:00–9:00 p.m. 
Ballroom A

The Almond Conference annual gala 
returns on Wednesday night. We’ll enjoy 
a combination of industry fellowship, 
sumptuous dining and local music, 
beginning with a cocktail hour. After 
dinner we’ll recognize the annual Almond 
Achievement Award winners, and we’ll 
also celebrate and say goodbye to Richard 
Waycott, who is leaving the Almond Board 
of California after 21 years of service to the 
almond industry and all his industry friends. 
Enjoy this evening of food, friendship, music 
and festivities before heading out for this 
year’s unofficial celebrations.

  

WednesdayWednesday Session Descriptions Session Descriptions

LISTEN TO  
THE ALMOND  
JOURNEY PODCAST!
Brought to you by the Almond  
Board, this podcast explores  
how industry members are  
making things work on their 
operations to drive the industry 
forward. Find it now wherever  
you get your podcasts.

Farm & Ranch Loans | Development Loans | AAlltteerrnnaattiivvee  LLeennddiinngg  ||  AAggrriibbuussiinneessss  LLooaannss 

info@conterraag.com  |  (855) 381-3451  |  conterraag.com

TRUSTED LENDING
EXPERTS FOR THE

ALMOND
INDUSTRY

Scan to
Learn More
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Thursday Thursday Session DescriptionsSession Descriptions

Coffee Break 
7:30–8:30 a.m.  
Ballroom A Foyer 

Sponsored by Satake
CO

PP
ER

The Almond Conference

Building Global Demand  
for California Almonds 
8:00–9:15 a.m.  
Ballroom A 

Adapting Management Practices in 
Challenging Times: Exploring the  
Pros and Cons   
9:30–10:30 a.m.  
Ballroom A-9 

Farming Forward: Policy & Political 
Trends and American Almonds from 
State and Federal Perspectives 
9:30–10:30 a.m.  
Meeting Room 10 

Dedicated Trade Show Time 
10:30–11:30 a.m.  
Almond Conference Expo 

   	 Food Truck Village 
10:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.  
West Lobby Plaza 

Value Added Almond Co-Products:  
Food, Fiber and Energy 
11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m.  
Meeting Room 2 

Replanting an Almond Orchard  
in Today’s Financially  
Challenging World   
11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m.  
Ballroom A-9 

Test Prep: Private Applicator  
Certificate (aka the brown card) 
11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m.  
Meeting Room 10 

  

Almond Conference Expo: 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

Sessions: 8:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 

Food Truck Village: 10:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

Registration Hours: 7:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 
Adapting Management Practices 
in Challenging Times: Exploring 
the Pros and Cons
9:30–10:30 a.m. 
Ballroom A-9
Moderator: Sebastian Saa (ABC) 
Speakers:  Garrett Bowman (Bowman 
Orchards), Brandon Rebiero (Gold Leaf 
Farming), Franz Niederholzer (UC ANR)

Delve into the possibilities of adapting your 
strategic management during challenging 
times. You’ll get insights from experts 
in irrigation, pest control and harvest 
operations, and they’ll detail outcomes and 
pitfalls of shifting management practices 
and offer a collective outlook on orchard 
management.

Farming Forward: Policy & 
Political Trends and American 
Almonds from State and Federal 
Perspectives
9:30–10:30 a.m. 
Meeting Room 10
Speaker: Aubrey Bettencourt  
(Almond Alliance) 

Join the Almond Alliance for an in-depth 
analysis of the legislative and political 
environment and its direct influence 
on the almond industry. Explore the 
distinct viewpoints of state and federal 
representatives, and gain valuable insights 
into what’s coming and how the almond 
industry and community are positioning for 
the future.

Dedicated Trade Show Time
10:30–11:30 a.m. 
Almond Conference Expo

Food Truck Village
10:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. 
West Lobby Plaza

Value Added Almond Co- 
Products: Food, Fiber  
and Energy
11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m.  
Meeting Room 2
Moderator: Josette Lewis (ABC) 
Speakers: Jordan Solomon (Ecostrat),  
Taylor Heisley-Cook (The Hurd Co.), Paul 
Kephart (NutJobs), Roland Laux (Re-Nut)

Hear from companies innovating new 
products and value from almond hulls, 
shells and woody biomass, including 
upcycled foods, clothing fibers and 
attracting investment in manufacturing and 
bioenergy in the Central Valley. 

Replanting an Almond Orchard  
in Today’s Financially  
Challenging World
11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
Ballroom A-9
Moderator: Sebastian Saa (ABC) 
Speakers: Brent Holtz (UC ANR), Matt Cox 
(Capay Farms), Greg Browne (USDA ARS), 
Roger Duncan (UC ANR)

Explore the intricate process of 
replanting an almond orchard in a 
financially challenging environment. 
Gain insights into holistic approaches 
with information about whole orchard 
recycling and fundamental planting 
techniques. Learn about orchard 
infrastructure considerations and 
alternatives to soil fumigation and about 
valuable new rootstock resources.

Test Prep: Private Applicator 
Certificate (aka the brown card)
11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
Meeting Room 10
Speaker: Anna Genasci (Stanislaus County 
Farm Bureau)

Beginning in January 2024, all private 
applicators will need to retake the new 
exam. This useful test prep session 
will cover why things are changing and 
will review key topics to help growers 
successfully pass.

Food and  
Beverage Refreshments

Coffee Break
7:30–8:30 a.m. 
Ballroom A Foyer
Sponsored by Satake
 

CO
PP

ER

The Almond Conference

Building Global Demand for 
California Almonds
8:00–9:15 a.m. 
Ballroom A
Speakers:  Emily Fleischmann (ABC)
Mickey Citarella (SRG)
Elena Hemler (ABC)
Danielle Veenstra (ABC)
Laura Morin (ABC)
Sudarshan Mazumdar (ABC) 
Dariela Roffe-Rackind (ABC)
Kathryn Martino (ABC)
 
The No. 1 priority of the Almond Board is 
building worldwide demand for California 
almonds. In fact, 80% of Almond Board 
funding goes to driving global demand. 
In this general session for all attendees, 
you’ll hear about the current macro trends 
that are impacting consumer purchase 
decisions and specific examples of how 
the Almond Board is driving demand now 
and into the future. And attendees will 
have a chance to win a signed football 
from ABC spokesperson Deion “Coach 
Prime” Sanders.
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AD FPO

ALMONDALLIANCE.ORG

VISIT OUR BOOTH #1333333

VOICE
AMERICAN

THE

ALMONDS
OF

ALMOND ALLIANCE

Actively supports legislation that advances the American Almond industry

AA represents the Almond community in policy, politics, and regulatory affairs

Provides Membership Resources

The Almond Alliance is the leading authority in state and national policy, championing American almond 
farmers, industry, and community for the continued global growth, innovation, and success of American 
almonds and agriculture. The Alliance is dedicated to providing resources and solutions for our members, 
ensuring industry success and growth opportunities.

ALMOND POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE
Created by the Almond Alliance in 2014, the California Almond Industry Political Action Committee 
(Almond PAC) protects our industry and promotes shared interests within the community. The Almond PAC 
capitalizes on individual contributions and collectively distributes them strategically to key candidates for 
Congressional and California statewide elections.

State & Federal Political Contributions

ALMOND ALLIANCE FOUNDATION
By focusing on education and philanthropy, the foundation plays a crucial role in ensuring that farmers and 
their communities have the resources and knowledge they need to blossom.

Education

Policymaker/Industry Tours

Philanthropy

State & Federal Programs

POLLINATOR ALLIANCE
An Almond Alliance Initiative, Pollinator Alliance is a hub for California almond growers, providing 
resources and programs that protect, nurture, and promote our symbiotic relationship with 
pollinators. In partnership with Great Valley Seed, Pollinator Alliance is developing native plant 
and seed supplies. For more information about the program, visit PollinatorAlliance.Farm.



VISIT THE INCENTIVE AND VISIT THE INCENTIVE AND 
GROWER SUPPORT ZONE!GROWER SUPPORT ZONE!
The Incentive and Grower Support Zone is returning to The Almond 

Conference! This is THE place to learn about government incentives 

and other forms of support. Many of these incentive programs began 

as research projects with funding from the Almond Board of California 

with proven agronomic benefits.

Located on 
Level 2 in the 

Ballroom A Foyer

The tables with agency 

staff and program materials 

are located on Level 2 in  

the Ballroom A Foyer,  

right off the top  

of the escalators.

Just keep an eye out 

and you can’t miss it. 

Grower incentives, through federal, state and local programs, 

provide funding for adoption of many practices of interest to 

almond growers. New this year is the inclusion of Resource 

Conservation Districts, many of which have received block 

grants to fund growers.  

Examples of available funding include:

• More efficient irrigation, distribution uniformity testing  
and nutrient management systems

• Groundwater recharge

• Cleaner on-farm equipment

• Low-dust harvesters

• Habitat projects including pollinator hedges

• Navel orangeworm mating disruption  
and integrated pest management

• Planning grants and many other practices 

Complementing the Incentive 

Zone this year, the Grower 

Breakfast session will focus 

on Understanding Funding 

Opportunities, with expert 

speakers covering the 

range of incentive and grant 

opportunities. Don’t miss  

this session on Wednesday, 

Dec. 6 at 8:00 a.m. in 

Ballroom A.



Hotel Key Cards

Sponsored by Bayer Crop Science

TI
TA

NI
UM

The Almond Conference

Sponsored by Atticus

Conference Tote Bags

for your Industry Resources
Visit the Almond Board’s Booth

Helping you connect the dots!

Booth #1018

Pest ID

Weed ID

Disease + Deficiency ID

Spray Drift Poster

Irrigation Checklist

Defensive Plays

NEW
LOOK! WOR Guide

Salinity Guide

Cover Crops BMPs

Recharge Guide

Nitrogen BMPs

Honey Bee BMPs

Rootstock Guide

Irrigation Resources

Offensive Plays

NEW!

Front Office

Research Update

Almanac

Fast Facts

Almond Poster

Tech Kit NEW!

MANAGEMENT GUIDE  

FOR ALMOND GROWERS
SALINITY

Tehama

Butte

Yuba

Sutter

Yolo

Madera

Tulare

Stanislaus

Kern

Kings

Fresno

Merced

San Joaquin

Solano

Colusa

Glenn

>100M Pounds

50-100M Pounds

1-49M Pounds

Acreage
(1 Dot = 100 Acres)

GUIDE TO CALIFORNIA ALMONDS

VARIETIES AND SIZES*

18/20 20/22 23/25 25/27 27/30 30/32 32/34 34/36 36/40

ALDRICH 
CLASSIFICATION

California Type, Carmel Type 

SHELL
Soft shell, good shell integrity, fair suture opening

NUT
Medium, narrow shape, slightly wrinkled surface

BENNETT-HICKMAN
CLASSIFICATION

**Not classi�ed 

SHELL
Soft with hard and brittle inner shell, brown color, 

good shell integrity, fair suture opening

NUT
Medium, �at shape with round top, pale light brown 

color, surface with a light course wrinkle

BUTTE
CLASSIFICATION

California type, Mission type 

SHELL
Semi-hard shell, light color, smooth surface, 

low suture opening

NUT
Small, short plump shape, wrinkled surface

CARMEL
CLASSIFICATION

California type 

SHELL
Soft shell, good shell integrity, fair suture opening

NUT
Medium, narrow shape, slightly wrinkled surface

FRITZ
CLASSIFICATION

California type, Mission type 

SHELL
Semi-hard shell, good shell integrity, 

low suture opening

NUT
Small, medium plump shape, fairly wrinkled surface

INDEPENDENCE
CLASSIFICATION

Nonpareil Type, California Type  

SHELL
Soft shell, light color, high suture opening

NUT
Medium, �at shape, smooth surface

MONTEREY
CLASSIFICATION

California type 

SHELL
Hard shell, smooth surface, low suture opening

NUT
Large, long narrow shape, deeply wrinkled surface

NONPAREIL
CLASSIFICATION

Nonpareil Type 

SHELL
Soft shell, light color, high suture opening

NUT
Medium, �at shape, smooth surface 

PADRE 
CLASSIFICATION

California type, Mission type 

SHELL
Hard shell, good shell integrity, no suture opening

NUT
Small, short wide shape, wrinkled surface

PRICE
CLASSIFICATION

California type 

SHELL
Soft shell, dark brown color, rough surface, high 

suture opening

NUT
Small, short narrow shape, fairly wrinkled surface

SONORA
CLASSIFICATION

California type 

SHELL
Soft shell, dark brown color, rough surface, 

high suture opening

NUT
Large, long narrow shape, light color, smooth surface

SUPAREIL
CLASSIFICATION

**Not classi�ed  

SHELL
Semi-soft with �akey outer shell and soft inner shell, 

light color, good shell integrity, low suture opening 

NUT
Medium, �at with a square top, blond color, 

smooth surface  

WINTERS
CLASSIFICATION

**Not classi�ed  

SHELL
Semi-hard with �akey outer shell and tough inner 

shell, brown color, rough surface, good shell integrity 

NUT
Medium, long narrow shape with round pointed belly 

top, brown color, slightly wrinkled surface 

WOOD COLONY
CLASSIFICATION

California Type, Carmel Type  

SHELL
Soft shell, good shell integrity, fair suture opening 

NUT
Long and Flat Medium, narrow shape, 

slightly wrinkled surface

* Almond sizing is determined by the weight of a kernel – the number of kernels (at average weight) needed to make one ounce of almonds. The photos provided in this piece are merely a 

representation of a kernel that �ts the stated almond size range, which has been determined by almond sizing screens and weighed in ounces. 

* Almond variety size, color, shape, and other characteristics may vary from the photos shown, depending on multiple factors, including growing season conditions, storage, and age of kernels.

** Traditionally, established varieties were classi�ed based on similar characteristics such as shell type, appearance, and ease of blanching.  With more new and versatile varieties becoming 

established, traditional classi�cation of these has not been applied. Please consult with your supplier to better understand the attributes of these varieties.

Be sure to work with your supplier to determine speci�c characteristics to meet your needs. 

OIL
COMMON SPECIFICATIONS

Cold-pressed, light and pale amber color

TYPICAL APPLICATIONS

• Salad dressings and cold dishes

•  Non-food (e.g., cosmetics, moisturizer)

F
O

R
M

S

WHOLE 
NATURAL OR BLANCHED

COMMON SPECIFICATIONS

USDA grades for natural almonds; processor or 

customer speci�cations for blanched almonds

TYPICAL APPLICATIONS

• Natural, roasted or �avored snacks

• Embedded or enrobed in chocolate

•  Ingredients for confectionery, energy bars, bakery

• Inputs for processing

SLICED
NATURAL OR BLANCHED

COMMON SPECIFICATIONS

THICKNESS

Thick: 1.5 – 1.8 mm 

Regular: 1.1 – 1.4 mm

Thin: 0.7 – 1.0 mm

Extra Thin: 0.5 – 0.7 mm

TYPICAL APPLICATIONS

• Topping for salads

• Ingredient for cereal

• Coating for savory dishes

• Garnishing for baked goods, desserts

SLIVERED
BLANCHED 

COMMON SPECIFICATIONS

THICKNESS

Regular: 3.0 – 5.0 mm 

Medium: 4.0 – 6.0 mm

TYPICAL APPLICATIONS

• Roasted or �avored snacks

• Ingredient for baked goods, cereal

• Texture for confectionery

• Topping for prepared foods, salads

DICED
NATURAL OR BLANCHED 

COMMON SPECIFICATIONS

Large: 28/18 28/64" & 18/64" (11.1 & 7.1 mm)

Medium: 22/8 22/64" & 8/64" (8.7 & 3.2 mm)

Small: 12/8 12/64" & 8/64" (4.8 & 3.2 mm)

Fine: 8/0  8/64" (3.2 mm)

TYPICAL APPLICATIONS

• Topping for dairy items, baked goods

• Coating for ice cream bars

• Filling for bakery or confectionery

• Crust for meats, seafood

MEAL OR FLOUR
NATURAL OR BLANCHED

COMMON SPECIFICATIONS

Coarse ground

Fine ground

(Grinders and screens determine particle size)

TYPICAL APPLICATIONS

• Important in European-style bakery

• Gluten-free bakery

• Sauce thickener

• Coating for fried foods

BUTTER OR PASTE 

NATURAL OR BLANCHED

TYPICAL APPLICATIONS

• Alternative to other nut butters

•  Filling for chocolate, cereal bars, 

confectionery, bakery

USDA GRADING PARAMETERS

USDA GRADES

ALMOND VARIETIES 

ALMOND PRODUCTION 

BY COUNTY 

DISSIMILAR
Different varieties of almonds in 

one load. Used for whole almond 

applications or for further processing, 

such as blanching and roasting.

DOUBLES
Two kernels developing in one 

shell. One side of a double 

kernel is �at or concave.

CHIP & SCRATCH

Loss of kernel skin as a result of 

mechanical processing. Greater than 1/8" 

(3.2mm) in diameter, it is de�ned as injury; 

if affecting, in aggregate, greater than 1/4" 

(6.4mm) in diameter, it is de�ned as defect.

FOREIGN MATERIAL

Pieces of shell, hulls, or other foreign 

matter that will not pass through a 

round-opening screen measuring 8/64" 

(3.2mm) in diameter.

PARTICLES & DUST

Fragments of almond kernels or 

other material that will pass through a 

round-opening screen measuring 8/64" 

(3.2mm) in diameter.

SPLIT & BROKEN

Seven-eighths or less of complete 

whole kernels that will not pass 

through a round-opening screen 

measuring 8/64" (3.2mm) in diameter.

OTHER DEFECTS

Any defect that materially detracts from the  

appearance of the individual kernel or the 

edible or shipping quality of the almonds. 

The defects include gum, shrivel, brown 

spot, and discolored.

SERIOUS DEFECTS

Any defect that makes a kernel or 

piece of kernel unsuitable (includes 

decay, rancidity, insect injury and 

damage by mold).

ALDRICH

NONPAREIL

BUTTE

PRICE

INDEPENDENCE

SUPAREIL

U.S. NO. 1 (SUPREME)*

BENNETT-HICKMAN

PADRE

FRITZ

SONORA

U.S. EXTRA NO. 1

U.S. NO. 1 PIECES

CARMEL

U.S. FANCY

U.S. NO. 1 WHOLE & BROKEN

MONTEREY

WINTERS

U.S. SELECT SHELLER RUN

WOOD COLONY

U.S. STANDARD SHELLER RUN

Whole 
Kernels

Minimum 

Diameter 
(In Inches)

Dissimilar Doubles
Chip & 
Scratch

Foreign 
Material

Particles & 
Dust

Split & 
Broken

Other 
Defects

Serious 
Defects

Under Size

U.S. Fancy
— — 5% 3% 5% 0.05% 0.1% 1% 2% 1% —

U.S. Extra No. 1
— — 5% 5% 5% 0.05% 0.1% 1% 4% 1.5% —

U.S. No. 1 (Supreme)*
— — 5% 15% 10% 0.05% 0.1% 1% 5% 1.5% —

U.S. Select Sheller Run — — 5% 15% 20% 0.1% 0.1% 5% 3% 2% —

U.S. Standard Sheller Run — — 5% 25% 35% 0.2% 0.1% 15% 3% 2% —

U.S. No. 1 Whole & Broken 30%
20/64
UOS**

5% 35% x 0.2% 0.1% x 5% 3% 5%

U.S. No. 1 Pieces
x 8/64 x x x 0.2% 1% x 5% 3% 5%

x No limit established

* U.S. No. 1 is commonly reffered to by industry as Supreme. However, Supreme is not a USDA grade.   ** UOS = Unless Otherwise Speci�ed (Effective 3/24/1997)
Also included in “Other Defects” Includes max. 2% under 20/64 inch

Includes max. 5% under 20/64 inch % also included in “Chip & Scratch”

Almonds.com  •  Modesto, CA, USA   •  209-549-8262

Almond Board of California

Poster updated 2022 

CALIFORNIA ALMONDS

WEED IDENTIFICATION MANUAL

IDENTIFICATION CARDS

ALMOND DISEASE AND 
NUTRIENT DEFICIENCY 

IDENTIFICATION CARDSALMOND PESTS, 

WATER AND MORE
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California
FFA Foundation

Special thanks to the  
2023 Emerald Sponsor, Qcify, who 
is graciously matching silent auction 
proceeds raised, up to $10,000. 

The silent auction is open in the Almond Conference Expo
during the following days:

Tuesday: 1:00–6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. 

EM
ER

AL
D

The Almond Conference

The 2023 Almond Leadership 

Program participants have 

already raised more than 

$20,000 for the California FFA 

Foundation through fundraisers 

and special events!  

Help us build upon this amount  

and continue to fund scholarships 

for high school students planning 

to attend college with an ag-

related major.

Supporting Our  
Future Leaders

Applications for the 2024 Almond Leadership Program  
are due by 11:59 p.m. Friday, December 8, 2023. 

Please visit Almonds.com/AlmondLeadershipProgram  
to learn more about this program and view the application.

Apply today for the 2024

Almond Leadership Program

THINK YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES TO BE A LEADER 
IN THE CALIFORNIA ALMOND INDUSTRY? 

• Alana Ambrosino, Ripon Manufacturing Company

• James Broaddus, BASF US Crop Agricultural Solutions

• Destiny Camden, BeeHero

• Chris Chavez, ofi

• Megan Chicoine, Manulife Investment Management

• Lincoln Denlinger, Salida Ag Chem

• Lauren Dutra, Ceres Imaging

• Brian Ganyo, Bayer Crop Science

• Robert Gray, Burchell Nursery 

• Darryl Hadlich, Wiseconn 

• Thomas Martin, Trécé Inc.

• Erick Mendonca, Miller Chemical

• Vance Millwee, Treehouse California Almonds, LLC

• Mitchell Moreda, RPAC, LLC 

• Diane Power, Century 21

• Matthew Reamer, AgReserves, Inc.

• Tylor Wilbourn, Beekeeper
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The auction will close out at 3 p.m. on Wednesday. Winners need not be 
present. If you are not present, FFA staff will contact you to collect payment 
and item delivery.Visit this year’s class members during the Wednesday Poster Session to hear about their special projects.
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Liberty Ranch FFA, Madera FFA and Turlock FFA
to the following FFA Chapters for to the following FFA Chapters for assisting at The Almond Conference:assisting at The Almond Conference:

Don’t Miss the FFA Silent Auction

A Special Thanks 

Congratulations to the 2023  

Almond Leadership Program Graduates
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82	 Megan Chicoine* 
	 Embracing Technology to Improve Orchard 

Efficiency

83	 Lincoln Denlinger* 
	 The Timing of Brown Spot Damage

84	 Lauren Dutra* 
	 Optimizing Bee Box Placement for Enhanced 

Almond Yield: Aerial Insights

85	 Brian Ganyo* 
	 What Lies Beneath

86	 Robert Gray* 
	 Methods of Training Shasta® Almond Trees

87	 Darryl Hadlich* 
	 99 Problems but Irrigation Data Ain’t One

88	 Thomas Martin*
	 The Navel Orangeworm Equation: How IPM 

Can Make You Money

89	 Erick Mendonca* 
	 Applying Vapor Gard in Almonds to Reduce 

Drought Stress

90	 Vance Millwee* 
	 Barriers to Entry: Identifying the Challenges of 

Zero Emission Forklifts in Almond Production

91	 Mitchell Moreda* 
	 Almond Retail Pricing: Unveiling the Strategies 

and Factors at Play

92	 Diane Power*
	 Textiles from Almond Biomass: A New Value 

Opportunity

93	 Matt Reamer* 
	 The Economics of Reducing Harvest Dust: A 

Cost-Benefit and Risk Analysis of Low-Dust 
and Off-Ground Harvesting

94 	 Tylor Wilbourn* 
	 Finding Value in By-Products

Poster Session Poster Session 
Location + MapLocation + Map

 *2023 Almond Leadership Program Participant

1	� WATER19-Shackel 
	 Sensitivity of Nut Set

2	 HORT22-Shackel 
	 Irrigation Management Using Sensors

3–5	 WATER16-Torres-Rua-Bambach 
	 TREX - Water Use and Tree Stress Calculator

6	� WATER18-Nocco-Edwards 
	 Remote-Controlled Evaluation of Stem Water 

Potential

7 	 HORT69-Kisekka 
	 Stem Water Potential Sensors

8 	 HORT69-Kisekka 
	 eOrchard Web Application for Irrigation

9–10	 HORT61-Stover-Blackburn 
	 Fruit & Nut Center

11	 HORT52-Snyder 
	 Et and Kc of Micro-Irrigated Orchards

12 	 WATER17-Zwieniecki 
	 Irrigating Almond Orchards for Expected Yield

13	 NRCS-CIG-Nocco-Gal 
	 Deep Root Irrigation and Perennial Cover 

Crops

14 	 NRCS-CIG-Nocco-Fenn
	 Impacts of a Novel, Perennial Cover  

Crop on Soil

15 	 BIO-22-01-Ruan-Cheng 
	 Almond Hull as a Novel Food and Ingredient

16	 BIOM01-Cai 
	 Almond Wood for Textile Fiber

17	 BIO-21-04-Zhang 
	 Hulls and Reduction of Methane from Cattle

18	 BIO-21-06-Putnam-Swanson 
	 Almond Hull & Alfalfa Products Development

19	 BIO-21-03-Adhikari 
	 Hull Economic Return in Pullet and Laying 

Hens

20-21	 21-MitchellA-AQFSS-01 
	 2021 Varietal Evaluation

22	 22-GizachewD-AQFSS-01 
	 Effect of Water Activity on Aflatoxin Production

23	 Bell Lab-Hallstrom 
	 Almond Milk Processing

24	 SUS01-Inman 
	 Avian Biodiversity in Orchards

25	 POLL29-Williams 
	 Guiding Habitat Placement for Pollinators

26	 POLL17-Johnson 
	 Pesticide-Adjuvant Effects to Honey Bees

27	 PATH21-Berenbaum 
	 Adjuvants-Phytochemicals Effects to Bees

28	 PREC8-Zwieniecki 
	 Tree Carbohydrate Budget

29	 HORT45-Bailey 
	 3D Analysis of Tree Structure and Configuration

30-33	 HORT66-Brown 
	 Yield Prediction and Optimization

34 	 HORT67-Volder 
	 Root Traits and Depth Distributions of Rootstocks

35	 INSH04-Harter 
	 HFLC Nitrogen Management Strategies

36	 INSH02-Muramoto 
	 Immobilizing Soil Nitrate Using Shells

37	 INSH06-Culumber 
	 Optimizing Nitrogen and Water Use

38 	 INSH03-Brown 
	 Optimizing Potassium Management

39	 PREC7-Khalsa 
	 Fertilizer Substitution with Organic Matter

40	 INSH05-Gaudin 
	 Evaluation of Regenerative Practices

41	 ORT01-Marino
	 Improving Harvest Efficiency

42	 HARV8-Brown
	 Off Ground Harvest Practices

43	 ECON01-Goodrich
	 Costs and Return of NOW Management

44	 HORT59-Randhawa
	 Regional Research Support for UC Farm 

Advisors

45	 HORT6-Niederholzer
	 Nickels Soil Lab Project

46	 HORT50-Duncan 
	 Field Screening and Rootstocks for Off-Ground

47	 HORT2-4th-Duncan
	 Almond Varieties & Selections: 4th Generation

48	 HORT4-Yaghmour 
	 Field Evaluation of Almond Rootstocks

49	 HORT2-3rd-Gordon 
	 Field Evaluation of Almond Varieties

50	 HORT1-HORT51-Gradziel
	 Almond Variety and Assessment

51	 HORT10-Gradziel 
	 Rootstock Breeding

52	 HORT46-Brown 
	 Molecular Tools and Quantitative Phenotyping

53	 HORT16-Kluepfel 
	 Genomic Approaches to Rootstock Development

54	 HORT55-Sandhu 
	 Salinity Tolerance in Rootstocks

55	 HORT49-Martinez-Garcia 
	 Genetic Variation in Self-Fertile Species

56	 HORT48-Rubio 
	 Rootstocks & the Spread of Sharka

57	 HORT57-Walker 
	 Resilient Rootstocks for a Changing Climate

58	 HORT12-Hanson 
	 Weed Research and Extension

59	 PATH4-Adaskaveg 	
	 Almond Brown, Jacket, Shot and Hull Rot

60	 PATH15-Adaskaveg 
	 Phytophthora Root and Crown Rot of Almond

61	 PEST03-Gordon 
	 Hull Metabolites in Hull Rot Sensitive Almonds

62 	 PATH18-Yaghmour 
	 Aspergillus Role on Hull Rot (Kern County)

63	 PATH20-Trouillas 
	 P. Syringae Role on Bacterial Blast and Canker

64	 PATH16-Michaildes 
	 Epidemiology of Band Canker Diseases

65	 PEST01-Rizzo 
	 Ganoderma Wood Decay and Crown Gall

66	 ENTO27-Joyce 
	 Tools for Leaffooted Bugs

67	 ENTO18-Millar-Daane-Wilson 
	 Pheromones for Leaffooted Bugs

68	 PATH22-Westphal 
	 Nematode Management System Treatments

69	 PATH19-Simmons 
	 Soil Biosolarization

70	 PATH1-Browne 
	 Non-Fumigant Approaches for Almond Replant 

Problems

71	 PEST02-Haviland 
	 Evaluation of Reduced-Risk Hull Split Sprays 

for NOW

72	 ENTO31-Burks 
	 Remote Automated Trapping of NOW Females

73	 ENTO6-Haviland 
	 Arthropod Integrated Pest Management

74 	 ENTO2-Burks-Haviland-Rijal 
	 Prediction of NOW Damage & Mating 

Disruption

75	 ENTO32-Rijal 
	 Improving Integrated Pest Management 

Practices

76	 ENTO23-Rijal 
	 Stink Bugs in Almond Orchards

77 	 ENTO28-Wilson 
	 Spatiotemporal Models to Evaluate SIT

78 	 Alana Ambrosino* 
	 Striving for Quality Output: RMC’s Dirt + Sand 

Removal Chain

79	 James Broaddus* 
	 Coverage Is Key

80	 Destiny Camden* 
	 Words Like Honey

81	 Chris Chavez* 
	 Forecasting Almond Acreage Changes in 

California

Researcher  
Meet and Greet 
Coffee Hour

Stay up to date with the latest Almond Board-
funded research projects. Research posters will 
be on display in the Almond Conference Expo 
during exhibit hours. Make sure you stop by 
during Wednesday’s designated Poster Session 
times to meet with researchers.

Wednesday, December 6 
9:30–10:30 a.m.  
(coffee hour)
1:00–2:30 p.m.
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Coffee
Station

 Almond Leadership Program 

 Almond Quality & Food Safety 

 Biomass  

 Breeding 

 Environmental 

 Harvest 

 Irrigation 

 Orchard Configuration & Growth 

 Partnerships 

 Pests & Diseases 

 Pollination 

 Soil Health 
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Almond Conference Expo ListingAlmond Conference Expo Listing

3P Partners

�The AG Center†

Agri-Pulse  
Communications, Inc. 

Alzchem LLC

AMVT LLC†

Atticus, LLC

AvidWater - Fresno, CA

BASF Corp†

Bayer Crop Science†

BM&M Screening  
Solutions Ltd.†

Borrell USA†

The Bulk Bag Company  
& VacQpack USA

�California Almond  
Pollination Service, Inc

Conterra Ag Capital

DLL Finance

ECO2MIX, Inc.

Exact Corporation 

Farm Credit

Qcify, Inc.†

River Valley Community Bank

Satake†

TOMRA Food†

TriCal Group†

Yara North America

Yosemite Farm Credit

†Metal Sponsors

Thank You to Our  
    2023 Conference Sponsors

The Almond 
Conference 
would not be 
possible without 
the generous 
support of 
exhibitors and 
sponsors. A big 
thank you to all 
sponsors and 
exhibitors!

3P Partners	 414

4B Components Limited	 1142

A.C. Horn Manufacturing	 1533

ABM Equipment	 1811

THE AG CENTER	 933

Ag Spray Equipment	 533

Ag Water Chemical	 1712

AgCode Inc.	 1427

AgCraft	 1143

Agrauxine 	 314

Agri Technovation	 1727

AgriFinancial Services	 1612

Agritech America	 1627

Agro-k	 228

AgroLiquid	 611

Air-O-Fan Products	 313

AIVISION FOOD	 1713

Almond Alliance	 1333

Almond Board of California	 1018

Alzchem LLC	 810

Amiad Water Systems	 513

AMVT LLC	 825

Antles Pollen Supplies, Inc	 435

Apollo Ag Technologies	 329

AQUA4D US LLC	 1820

AquaSpy Inc.	 315

Arizona Cotton Research &  
Protection Council	 421

AvidWater - Fresno, CA	 1826

Avo Solutions	 1714

Axiom Ag	 628

Baicor, LLC	 526

Balchem Corporation	 715

BAYER CROP SCIENCE	 913

BeeHero	 610

Beeler Industries	 727

Beewise	 800

Best Sanitizers, Inc.	 320

BioSafe Systems, LLC	 530

Blue Mountain Minerals	 712

Bluewhite	 210

BM&M SCREENING SOLUTIONS LTD.	 813

Bonsai Robotics	 1817

Borde, Inc	 235

BORRELL USA	 1119

Bowsmith, Inc.	 613

BPM LLP	 1711

Brandt	 334

Branif Systems, Inc.	 1616

Bratney Companies	 1621

Buhler Inc.	 1141

The Bulk Bag Company & VacQpack USA	 1633

The Burchell Nursery, Inc.	 832

C & C Engineering	 1615

Cablevey Conveyors	 1231

CalCom Energy	 316

California Almond Pollination Service, Inc	 1433

California Safe Soil 	 514

Cal-West Rain Inc.	 420

Central Life Sciences	 1312

Ceres Imaging	 410

Certified Laboratories	 532

Chain-Vey	 1213

Chandler Automation 	 341

Cleanfix North America Inc.	 215

Corteva Agriscience	 614

CPM (Wolverine Proctor)	 1822

Custom Ag Formulators	 521

D&V Unlimited	 1726

Dave Wilson Nursery	 1311

Davis Instruments	 711

Deerpoint Group, Inc.	 1527

DICKEY-john	 1814 

DMM Packaging, Inc.	 841

Duarte Nursery	 1321

Earth Platforms LLC	 1632

ECO2MIX, Inc.	 423

Erick Nielsen Enterprises, Inc.	 1515

Ever.Ag	 618

Exact Corporation	 600

F&M Bank	 430

Farm Credit 	 321

Farm(X)	 716

Farmers International, Inc.	 1315

FarmitRx	 1717

FarmSense Inc.	 718

FBN	 211

Fieldin Inc	 222

Fleet Tracker, Inc.	 429

FloraPulse	 236

Flory/Coe	 1411

Folio3 Software	 1410

forsbergs Inc	 1715

Fortress Technology	 327

Fowler Nurseries, Inc.	 818

Fruit Growers Laboratory, Inc.	 227

G3 Enterprises	 1613

Gearmore, Inc.	 1610

Gerbo Designs Marketing & Branding	 1721

Gowan USA, LLC	 1634

Grabow Well Drilling Inc.	 1729

Gradient: Crop Yield Solutions	 331

Greenleaf AG	 311

Grimbleby Coleman  
Advisors & Accountants	 1330

Grow West	 1730

Gruber Manufacturing Inc	 1821

GUSS Automation	 1400

Gyro-trac Corporation	 229

H.M. Holloway	 1723

The Hat Source	 710
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Almond Stage 1529 1628

1627

1721 1820 1821

1829

1827

1729 1828

1727 1826

1835

1833

1831

1734 1735 1834

1733 1832

1731 1830

1813

1723 1822 1823

1517 1616

1515 1614

1513 1612

1615 1714

1613

1235

1511 1610 1611 1710 1711

1712

1715

1713

1531

714

613 712

621

711

713

715

717

719

521 620

519 618

626

531 630

628

512

514

417 516

511

513312

310 311 410

317 416

315 414

313 412

528

427 526

423 522

421 520

435 534

433 532

431 530

341
941

1300

1411

221

335 434

333 432

331

14411141841641

303

600 700 800 1100 1400

1414

1311 1410

1227 1326

1231

1332 1333

1327

1321

932

1211

1213

1221

1318

1315
1316

1314

1312

1219

610 810

814

733 832 833

727

622

635

730

334

332

330

328

326

222

320

234

236

235

233

231

229

Main Entrance
from West Lobby 

1600 1700 LOUNGE

Tote
Bag
Pick
Up 

18001200 1300 1400 1500 1600 1700600 700 800 900 1000 1100200 300 400 500

710 1810 1811611

1812

1814 1815
515 614

617 716

210
411

413

211

215 314

1617 1717 18171217217 316

615

619 718 818

1421 1521 1621720 721 820321 420

1018

Almond Board of 
California

1322523

1427 1527
1726

1629

726
227 327

527
329228 428 429

1429 1528
1330 1630

627

1730
1632

1631230 430

1532 1533 1633
1634

1133533 632

631

732
232

1433
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FFA Silent 
Auction

TITANIUM

913
Bayer Crop

Science 

COPPER

1013
Satake

BRONZE

1113
TriCal
Group

NICKEL

813
BM&M 

Screening 
Solutions

SILVER

819
TOMRA Food

GOLD

1119
Borrell USA

EMERALD

1127
Qcify

COBALT

933
The Ag 
Center

PLATINUM

825
AMVT

1142 1143 1241 1341 1342 1343

FRITZ
The Almond Van

Almond Conference Expo MapAlmond Conference Expo MapHeliae Agriculture	 635

Honda Kawasaki KTM of Modesto	 632

Horn Technologies & Services	 1628

Hortau	 1630

HotSpot AG	 619

IEH Laboratories and Consulting Group	 1235

The Industrial Fumigant Company, LLC 	 1829

Infaco USA	 317

InSeason Ag	 428

Insero	 511

Insort USA Inc.	 732

Interstate Advanced Materials	 1241

Irritec	 1614

Irrometer Company Inc.	 1629

ITK inc	 1733

JackRabbit	 303

Jenjil Packaging Inc	 641

JH Biotech Inc	 1316

JKB Energy	 622

JSS Almonds	 1421

Kamper Fabrication Inc	 620

Key Technology	 1700

KeyPlex	 417

Kim-C1, LLC	 1227

Koch Agronomic Service 	 1531

Koppert Biological Systems Inc.	 231

Kraemer & Co. Mfg., Inc.	 1532

LandScan LLC	 1734

Lewis M. Carter Manufacturing	 1710

LIDCO inc	 1219

Lincoln Agribusiness Services	 335

Live Earth Products, Inc.	 833

LIVENTIA	 431

LOG5/KOCOTEK	 523

Magna-Bon ll, LLC	 519

Masterpack Group USA	 627

Meras Water Solutions	 1835

Michelson Laboratories, Inc.	 412

Miller Chemical and Fertilizer, LLC	 631

Mitchell Insurance Services	 330

Napasol North America	 719

National Nut Grower	 617

Netafim	 516

NETZSCH Premier Technologies, LLC	 527

NewGen Energy	 932

Novozymes BioAg	 721

The Nursery Company	 1521

Onset - HOBO Data Loggers	 1517

Optimum Sorting & MPA Solutions	 1327

Orchard Machinery Corporation	 1600

Orchard-Rite / Pacific Distributing Inc.	 1100

Oxy-Low B.V.	 328

Papé Machinery Agriculture & Turf	 1441

Pearl Crop	 621

Pearson Realty	 1326

Phenix Equipment Inc.	 312

Phytech	 528

Pinion (formerly named KCoe Isom LLP)	 1429

Plant Food Systems 	 233

Plant Nutrition Technologies Inc.	 234

Pollinator Partnership	 1823

Premier Tech	 941

Premier Trailer Mfg Inc.	 434

Pressure Bomb Express	 310

Pro Farm Group	 720

ProTec Coatings	 416

Provision Analytics	 522

QCIFY, INC.	 1127

Rapat Corporation	 520

Rears Manufacturing /  
Agri Guys Equipment LLC	 427

Redox Bio-Nutrients	 713

Renewable America LLC 	 1815

Ripon Manufacturing Company, Inc.	 1314

Rivulis Irrigation 	 221

Robinson’s Sheet Metal Works, INC	 1833

Rooted Asset Management	 232

Roscoe Moss Company	 1731

RPAC, LLC	 820

RTI Ag	 230

Safe Food Alliance	 717

SATAKE	 1013

Scentry Biologicals, Inc.	 433

Schuil Ag Real Estate	 626

Screw Conveyor Corporation Pacific	 1828

Semios 	 515

Sierra Gold Nurseries	 413

Sierra Valley Almonds LLC	 730

Smith Packaging	 1834

Soil Basics Corporation	 1318

SQM North America	 1810

Star Nut	 714

Sterilization and Fumigation Services	 1735

Strategic Ag Solutions	 1611

SummitAgro-USA	 333

Suterra	 814

SWAN Systems	 512

T.G. Schmeiser Co., Inc.	 432

Teleos Ag Solutions	 1631

TEP, Inc	 1211

Thomas Manufacturing Company LLC	 217

TOL Incorporated	 1300

TOMRA FOOD	 819

Trécé Inc.	 1221

TRICAL GROUP	 1113

True Organic Products Inc	 1513

Tule, a part of CropX	 1827

Turlock Walnut Company	 534

UFP Packaging	 733

Urschel Laboratories, Inc. 	 1322

USDA Natural Resources  
Conservation Service (NRCS)	 1832

USI	 326

Valent BioSciences	 1511

Valent U.S.A. LLC	 411

Valley Ag Resources 	 1831

Valley Pacific Petroleum	 1343

Valley Welding & Machine Works	 1217

Verbruggen Palletizing Solutions	 1332

Verdegaal Brothers, Inc. 	 1830

VESTARON	 1528

VICAM	 630

Wagner Ag Services	 1812

Water Stewards LLC	 1529

Waterford Irrigation Supply, Inc 	 615

Weiss McNair LLC	 1414

Wilkey Industries	 726

Wiseconn Engineering inc	 1617

Wonderful Laboratories	 1813

Wonderful Nurseries	 700

Yara North America	 1133

Zenith Agribusiness Solutions	 332
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Almond Board of California 
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REGISTRATION HOURS:

Tuesday, December 5 
8:00 A.M.–6:00 P.M. 

Wednesday, December 6 
7:00 A.M.–4:00 P.M. 

Thursday, December 7 
7:00 A.M.–12:00 P.M. 

EXHIBIT HALL HOURS:

Tuesday, December 5 
1:00–6:00 P.M. 

Wednesday, December 6 
9:00 A.M.–4:00 P.M.

Thursday, December 7 
9:00 A.M.–12:00 P.M. 

SESSION HOURS:

Tuesday, December 5 
10:30 A.M.–3:30 P.M. 

Wednesday, December 6 
8:00 A.M.–4:00 P.M.

Thursday, December 7 
8:00 A.M.–1:00 P.M.

Printed in USA © 2023  
Almond Board of California

Almond Board of California does 
not directly endorse the products or 
events of the exhibitors or sponsors.

CONFERENCE HOURS


