
Grower Breakfast Session:

Understanding Funding Opportunities
Moderator: Jesse Roseman (ABC)

Speakers: Kelli Evans (Evans Farming), Caddie Bergren (UC ANR), Aaron Fukuda (Tulare Irrigation District), 
Roger Isom (Western Agricultural Processors Association), Jesse Bahm (NRCS)



Speakers
G R O W E R  B R E AK FAS T  S E S S IO N :  
U N D E R S TAN D IN G  F U N D IN G  O P P O R TU N IT IE S

Moderator: Jesse Roseman, ABC

Kelli Evans, Evans Farming

Caddie Bergren, UC ANR Climate Smart Agriculture Program

Aaron Fukuda, Tulare Irrigation District

Roger Isom, Western Agricultural Processors Association

Jesse Bahm, Natural Resources Conservation Service



Direct Government Grants (+ assistance)

F IN D  MO R E  G R AN T IN F O R MATIO N  AT  
AL MO N D S . C O M/ IN C E N T I VE S

Growers (potentially with TSP or Consultant 
support) apply to Federal and State Grants

Examples:

• CDFA: SWEEP, Healthy Soils Program (HSP), 
Conservation Ag Planning Grants, Pollinator Habitat

• NRCS: Environmental Quality Inceptives Program (EQIP), 
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

• San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District: Low Dust 
Nut Harvester Replacement Program  

• Business Consultants: Hortau, NewGen Energy

• Technical Service Providers: UC ANR Climate Smart Ag 
Program

Considerations:

• Available throughout almond growing region (except for SJV 
Air District funding)

• Can be multiple agencies and programs for the same 
practice (e.g., Whole Orchard Recycling, Low-dust 
harvesters, irrigation changes)

• Application details and requirements vary by practice and 
agency

• Experts are available to assist growers with applications

Technical Service 
Providers and 

Business Consultants
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Government Grants Pass-through 3rd Party

F IN D  MO R E  G R AN T IN F O R MATIO N  AT  
AL MO N D S . C O M/ IN C E N T I VE S

3rd party receives Federal and/or State Block 
Grants, which they pass-through to growers and 
facilities

Examples:

• Pollinator Alliance (Great Valley Seeds and Almond 
Alliance) 

• Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities Grant/ CCC 
(Blue Diamond Growers)

• NRCS Regional Conservation Partnership Program 
(American Farmland Trust, Pollinator Partnership)

Considerations:

• Available in distinct counties, regions, specific organizations, 
focused recipients

• Multiple agencies offering the same or similar programs and 
practices (e.g., Pollinator Habitat, Healthy Soils)

• Application details and requirements may vary by 3rd Party

• Same organization can assist growers with applications and 
provide funding

Facilities

     

Growers

Government Grants

3rd Party
Pass-through

Facilities



Incentive and Grower Support Zone

TH IS  IS  TH E  P L AC E  TO  L E AR N  AB O U T G O VE R N ME N T 
IN C E N TIVE S  AN D  O TH E R  F O R MS  O F  S U P P O R T.  TH E S E  
O R G AN IZ AT IO N S  AR E  IN  TH E  Z O N E  ( O U TS ID E  TH E  P L E N AR Y  
H AL L )  AN D  E XP O  H AL L :



ABC Grower Resources
S E E  IN C E N TIVE  Z O N E  G U ID AN C E  
IN  TW O  PAG E R .  

MAN Y  F U N D AB L E  P R AC TIC E S  
AL S O  H AVE  AN  AB C G U ID E .



Questions?
W R ITE  Y O U R  Q U E S T IO N ,  H O L D  IT  U P  AN D  
H AN D  TH E M TO  AB C S TAF F.



KELLI EVANS

Evans Farming
 &

 Evans Ag Consulting 



BACKGROUND

• Farming for over 17 years

• Evans Ag Consulting - CEO

• Evans Farming - CFO

• Almond Board of California - Director

• Blue Diamond Growers - Liaison Committee

• Almond Alliance - Grower Committee



Programs That 
We

 Specialize In



Email: office@evansagconsulting.com

Website: evansagconsulting.com

Phone: (530) 682-4784

@kelli-evans-25a9271b5@franceskellie

CONTACT



CDFA Climate-Smart Incentives:

SWEEP and Healthy Soils



CDFA Incentives Programs

H E ALTH Y  S O IL S  
P R O G R AM

S TATE  WATE R  
E F F IC IE N C Y  AN D  

E N H AN C E ME N T 
P R O G R AM ( S W E E P )



Healthy Soils Program

Duration: 3 years

Max grant award: $200,000

Includes practices such as:

• Compost Application

• Cover Cropping

• Hedgerows

• Whole Orchard Recycling

• Low/No-till

• Nutrient Management



Healthy Soils Program:

How does the grant work?

Online application, opening January 2023

First come, first serve funding

Flat rate reimbursement for each practice, eg:

• $64/ton for Compost (can be bought or 
made on-farm)

• $150/acre Cover cropping

• $12/ft Hedgerow

• $860/acre Whole orchard recycling

Must take yearly organic matter sample

Yearly photo verification sent to CDFA



SWEEP Program

Application window open now!

Max grant award: $200,000

Project must save water AND energy.

Examples:

• Flood to drip/micro conversion

• Replace old pumps

• VFDs

• Solar panels

• Soil moisture sensors/ weather 

stations



SWEEP Program

What do I need to apply?

1. Recent pump efficiency test(s)

2. Twelve consecutive months energy 

records for pumps (electric bills or 

diesel receipts)

3. Quotes/bids from vendors



Climate-Smart Agriculture team
at University of California Cooperative Extension



Tulare Irrigation 
District
Disincentives that can be 
Incentives

Aaron Fukuda
akf@tulareid.org
559-707-8928:  Mobile
559-686-3425:  Office

mailto:akf@tulareid.org
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SGMA Compliance on 
The Ground in 2022

We are here to help;

We are going to allocate;

We are going to restrict; and

We are going to charge 

You for GROUNDWATER.

MKGSA Emergency Ordinance

Aaron

The Story Begins



• Pumping Limit (“Cap”):  2.5 

AF/acre as ET

• Native Yield – 10”

• Relief Pumping Tier 1 – 10”

• Relief Pumping Tier 2 – 10”

• Costs:  Service Fees and 

Replacement Fees

• Mitigation Tier – 1 AF/Acre

• Allows for buffer as we begin 

the program

• Pricing based upon cost to 

replace water

• Penalty Tier – 1 AF/Acre

• High Penalty Fees

• Loss of future water 

allocation on a 1:1 ratio

Emergency Ordinance -
Groundwater Pumping 
Limit



Water Dashboard – Online Allocation/Usage Tool





Recharge Basins

Cordeniz Basin (60 Acres) Swall/Creamline Basin (265 Acres)

Martin Basin (27 acres)



Winter Irrigation Recharge



414,000 AF



189,000 AF



Summer Groundwater Levels



The majority of growers 
will be able to meet 
average ET values 

Transfers/Market 
will allow credits 

to balance



Thank You

Aaron Fukuda – Tulare Irrigation District

(559) 686-3425

akf@tulareid.org

www.tulareid.org

mailto:akf@tulareid.org


Air Pollution Incentives



SJVAPCD Incentives

• Low Dust Harvesters

• Shaker/Sweeper Combination Units

• Ag Tractors

• Ag Pumps

• Zero Emission Ag UTVs

• Ag Burn Alternatives



Low Dust Harvesters

• 50% of eligible equipment costs up to 

$150,000

• 75% of eligible equipment costs w/ no cap if 

within Shafter 7 mile radius CERP Boundary



Ag Irrigation Pumps

• Diesel to Diesel - 85%

• Fuel to Electric – 85% + line extension fees



Ag Tractors

• Small (< 100 ac.) – 80% of eligible costs

• Medium (101-500 ac) – 70% of eligible costs

• Large (> 500 ac) – see table next

• Zero emission – 80% of costs incl. charger & 

battery



Ag Tractors - Large

Size Incentive

25 – 74 hp $450/hp

75 – 149 hp $575/hp

> 150 hp 725/hp



Zero Emission UTVs

• 75% of eligible equipment costs up to $13,500



Ag Burn Alternatives

• One time $180 million state grant

• $30 million for equipment

• $150 million for chipping & incorporation

• Money will run out in 2024

• Looking for more!



Ag Burn Alternatives

Project Type Incentive

Chipping w/ incorporation $600/acre

Chipping w/o incorp. $300/acre

Air Curtain Burner $1,000/acre

Off-site beneficial reuse $600/acre

Add $400/acre for farms < 100 acres total



Jesse Bahm 
State Air Quality Specialist
USDA NRCS - California

December 6, 2023 – Almond Board 
Conference

NRCS Programs and 
Practices
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NRCS Financial Assistance

Environmental Quality 

Incentives Program

EQIP is NRCS’ flagship 
conservation program 
that helps farmers, 
ranchers and forest 
landowners integrate 
conservation into 
working lands.

Conservation 
Stewardship Program

CSP helps landowners 
build on their existing 
conservation efforts 
while strengthening 
their operation. 

Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program

RCPP is a partner-driven 
approach to conservation 
that funds solutions to 
natural resource 
challenges on agricultural 
land. 



Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)

* Not a New Program – Expanded Funding to Help Meet Unmet Demands

Historical Investment - $19.5 billion Nationally

Climate Smart Focus – GHG and Carbon Sequestration

Seamless Implementation – Existing Programs

Accelerate Conservation – CSP Opportunities

44



IRA California Investment
2023-2026

$213 million - Environmental Quality Incentives Program

$ 55 million - Conservation Stewardship Program

$16 million - Regional Conservation Partnership Program*

$92 million - Conservation Technical Assistance Program

45

Doubles conservation funds available across four years



Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP)

Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP)

• Protects the agricultural viability and related conservation values of eligible land by 

limiting nonagricultural uses which negatively affect agricultural uses and 

conservation values, protect grazing uses and related conservation values by 

restoring or conserving eligible grazing land, and protecting and restoring and 

enhancing wetlands on eligible land.

– Agricultural Land Easements (ALE) – protect croplands and grasslands on working farms and 

ranches by limiting non-ag uses.

– Wetland Reserve Easement (WRE) - help private and tribal landowners protect, restore and 

enhance wetlands which have been previously degraded due to agricultural uses.

46



Conservation Assistance for Almond Growers

Top 5 Conservation Practices

▪ Microirrigation (Practice 441)

▪ Irrigation Water Management 

(Practice 449)

▪ Cover Crops (Practice 340)

▪ Pest Management (Practice 595)

▪ Mulching (Practice 484)

47



48

AREA 1 – Brandon Johnson 

(Acting)

   530-216-5857

   Brandon.Johnson@usda.gov

AREA 2 - Karen Lowell

   831-682-4187

   Karen.Lowell@usda.gov

AREA 3 - Rob Roy

   559-490-5136 

   Robert.Roy@usda.gov

AREA 4 – Jim Hyde

   951-384-7900

   James.Hyde@usda.gov

mailto:Brandon.Johnson@usda.gov
mailto:Karen.Lowell@usda.gov
mailto:Robert.Roy@usda.gov
mailto:James.Hyde@usda.gov


Groundwater Recharge Interim 

Practice Options

Recharge trench or basin
• Permanent feature (15 years) -

land dedicated to recharge 

On-farm recharge

• Management practice in tandem with 
agriculture

USDA-NRCS Recharge Pilot



Plans can include supporting practices like:

Basin or Trench

• Structures for Water Control

– Inlets, outlets

–Flow meters

• Pre-treatment of water

–Sediment basin

–Coagulants (PAM)

–Denitrifying Bioreactor

On-Farm Recharge

• Water conveyance

–Pipeline

–Field ditch

–Pump

• Water control

–Diversion/Dike

• Land shaping

These are conservation practices that can be paid for as part of an EQIP contract!



(373) Dust control on unpaved roads and 

surface areas 

• Lignin derivatives: $0.38/square foot 

• Road oils (SC-250 or SC-800): $0.23/sq. ft. 

• Polymers emulsions: $0.23/square foot 

• Resource Concern: PM 

51

(595) Precision Pest Control/IPM Application 

• Photo ID or sonar sensor technologies 

with IPM plan for single target pest per UC 

guidelines

• Pest Mgt, Precision Ag $58.71/acre 

Resource Concerns: Ozone and 

PM from reduced drift 



376 – Field Operations Emissions Reductions

(376) Utilize “low-dust” harvesters: $56.69/acre 

• Many producers rely on jobbers 

• Already owning and using low-dust harvesters 
means the PM resource concern has been met.

• Resource Concerns: PM 

Make Models 

• Exact Corporation: E-3800, E-4000, E-7000-SP 
Flory Industries: 680, 8550, 8600, 8700, 8770 
Jackrabbit Harvester: Weiss-McNair 9800 
California Special, 9810, Magnum X

52

(376) Field Operations Emissions Reductions

Processing woody debris from orchard/vineyard 
removal

• Fuel for biomass powerplants:$460.93/acre 

• Air curtain burner: $122.24/acre

• All other chipping scenarios: $984.84/acre 

Resource Concerns: Ozone, PM, GHG, Odors, and 
Airborne Reactive Nitrogen



FY 2023 EQIP AQ Payment Rates

(372) Replace in-use mobile diesel-powered 

equipment

• 25-160 bhp:  $514.63/bhp | >160 bhp:  $801.59/bhp 

• Specialty Scenario added for low dust harvesters, 

conditioners, loaders

(372) Repower irrigation pump engines (also includes 

stationary engines

• New electric motor, <12 hp:  $1,344.02 to $39,435.76 per 

motor

• New diesel engine, 50+ bhp:  $121.02/bhp

Resource Concerns: NOx, Ozone & PM

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer, and Lender



Discussion
and Q&A



Thank you
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