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GOT TO KNOW THE RULES

EPA – Environmental Protection Agency, Federal

DPR – Department of Pesticide Regulations, California

Ag Com – Agricultural Commissioner’s Office, County

California Code of Regulations – 3CCR Food and Ag Code – F&A

Why do we use pesticides?



Why take the 
new exam?

• As per the new regulations, effective January 1, 2024,  
Individuals who are currently certified as private applicators are 
required to take and pass the revised initial Private Applicator 
Certificate (PAC) Examination to demonstrate competency with 
the revised private applicator standards in 40 CFR Part 171. 



Key Timelines

• Last names beginning with ‘R-Z’ expire December 31, 2023: These individuals still 
have the option to renew via CE hours, if they renew prior to January 1, 2024*. Any 
subsequent renewals will require them to take and pass the revised examination. 
Individuals without CE hours must take and pass the revised examination by January 1, 
2024 to maintain uninterrupted certification.

• Last names beginning with ‘A-H’ expire December 31, 2024: These individuals must take 
and pass the revised examination by January 1, 2025* to maintain uninterrupted 
certification.

• Last names beginning with ‘I-Q’ expire December 31, 2025: These individuals must take 
and pass the revised examination by January 1, 2026* to maintain uninterrupted 
certification.

• BUT …… Rodenticides 



* Burrowing Vertebrate Pest   
Fumigation Certificate (BVC)

*Beginning January 1, 2024, a PAC holder
(regardless of the PAC expiration date) must
also possess a Burrowing Vertebrate Pest
Fumigation Certificate (in addition to the
revised PAC certification) if they plan to
control burrowing pests using a restricted
material labeled as a fumigant for the
control of burrowing vertebrate pests (e.g.,
use of aluminum phosphide).



So, now what?

1. Pest Management
2. Pest Identification
3. Pesticides
4. Laws and Regulations
5. Environmental 

Hazards
6. Human Hazards
7. PPE
8. Using Pesticides Safely
9. Application Equipment
10. Calibration
11. Using Pesticides 

Effectively
12. Pesticide Emergencies 



1. Pest Management 

-Pest prevention
-Cultural practices
-Pest exclusion
-Natural enemies
-Host plant resistance 
-Pesticide applications



1. Pest Management 

• Biological Control, use of living agents to 
control pests, like a ladybug eating aphids

 
• Chemical Control, use of pesticides 

• Mechanical Control, kill the pest directly or 
make the environment unsuitable for it

• Cultural Control,  practices that reduce pest 
establishment, like sanitation, removing 
weeds before they go to seed 



Question Time

• CH1 –

• The term used to describe a pest that becomes a problem after 
the main pest is controlled is _________.

• a. an occasional pest

• b. a secondary pest

• c. a minor pest
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2. Pest Identification



2. Pest Identification

• Identify the pest: use PCAs, CCAs, Coop 
Extension, Entomologist

• Life Cycle … why is this important 

• Knowledge of common pests, signs and 
symptoms  



3. Pesticides



3. Pesticides



Question Time

• CH3 - A pesticide is defined 
as______________________.

• a. any substance used to control pests in any situation.

• b. only those chemicals register for pest control in Ca.

• c. certain pest control products derived from natural 
sources.
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4. Laws and Regulations

• The pesticide label, the label is the law

• SDS (16)

• Hazard Communication

• Permits

• PURs



1. Brand name
2. Chemical name
3. Common name
4. Formulation
5. Ingredients
6. Contents
8.   Registration and Establishment numbers
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Question Time

• CH4-

• California regulations require field posting if the restricted entry 
interval exceeds___________.

• a. 48 hours

• b. 24 hours

• c. 12 hours
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5. Environmental Hazards 



Pesticide Characteristics

• Solubility: Soluble pesticides are more likely to move with water in 
surface runoff or leaching.

• Adsorption: A pesticide that adsorbs to soil particles is less likely to leach.

• Persistence: The longer it takes pesticide to break down, the longer it 
stays in the environment.

• Volatility: The tendency of a pesticide to turn into a gas or vapor; the 
chance of volatilization increases as temperatures and wind increase and 
when relative humidity is low. 



5. Environmental Hazards 



6. Human Hazards 

• Acute
• Chronic
• Sensitization
• Delayed

• Signs & Symptoms



Question Time

• CH6 - The most common route of pesticide exposure is through 
the ____________.

• a. mouth

• b. skin

• c. eye
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7. Personal Protective Equipment 



7. Personal Protective Equipment 

• Knowing what 
to wear

• How to 
maintain it

• How to clean it
• When you 

need new
• Training



8. Using 
Pesticides Safety 

• REI, 

• Storing,

• Transporting, 

• Mixing



Planning Applications to Ensure Safety

• Planning for Accidents: Emergency medical care

• Protecting people at or near the application site: Do not 
allow workers into an area being treated with a pesticide. 

• Restricted Entry Interval: Workers are not allowed to 
enter treated fields during restricted-entry intervals 
unless they are trained as early-entry workers.

• Posting: Signs should be printed in English and non-
English language that is understood by a majority of 
workers.

• Notification: Before applying any pesticide, you must 
notify all employees of the farming operation who are 
working within ¼ mile of the treatment area.



8. Using 
Pesticides Safety 



9. Application 
Equipment 

Maintenance 



9. Application 
Equipment 



10. Calibration 



Question Time
• CH10 - Calibration is defined as what you must do 

before an application to be sure that you 
_____________.

• a. avoid hazards and sensitive areas during pesticide 
applications

• b. select the most effective pesticide to apply in a 
situation

• c. apply the correct amount of pesticide to the treatment 
area
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11. Using Pesticides Effectively 

• Predicting pest problems (history)

• Making pesticide use decisions

• Choosing the right pesticide/s

• Timing (pre-harvest intervals)

• Consider weather

• Drift prevention 

• Inversion Layer

• Protecting Nontarget organisms 
(bees)



12. Pesticide Emergencies 



PAPERWORK

• NOIs 24 hours in advance

• PURs, by the 10th day of the following month

• Respirator fits test, required annually

• You must first pass a medical questionnaire

• Medical posting: Emergency medical care for employees handling 
pesticides shall be planned for in advance.



Good news!

1.There is help!
2.Growers are passing. 
3.Get some review help … Farm Bureau Extension

Anna Genasci, QAL & QAC

Stanislaus County Farm Bureau 

Director of Education & Communication

annag@stanfarmbureau.org



Thank you
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